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tentation. 


1. T1MoTH, 6.6, 
' Godlineſſe 11 great game , if a man be content with 
that hehath, 


_ ce{laricfor you to heare, Therefore, thin- 
Emin) | ;no with my (clfe what dofrinewere fit- 
 tclt for you, 1{cughttor a Text which ſpeakes againſt coue- 
touſneile, which I may call the Londoners(inne. Although 
God hath giuen you morethen other, which ſhould turne 
couctouſnelle into thankfulneile : yet as the Iuie groweth 
| with the Oake, lo couetouſne(le hath growne with riches z 
4 every man wiſheththe Philoſophers (tone, and who iswich- 
\ - inthe(ewallsthatthinks he hathenough,thoughthere beſo 

many that haue too much ? Asthe Iſralites murmured as Exod. 16. : 

much when they had Manra,as when they werewithoutit z NY117-4 
lo they which haue richescouct as much as they which are 
without chem : that conferring your minds and vour wealth 
together, I may truely ſay, this Cittieisrich,ifiewerenotco- 
uctous, This is the Diuell which bewitcheth you, to thinke 
that you haue not enough, when you have morethen you 
reede, If you cannot chocſe but couet riches, I will ſhew 
you riches which you may couet:God/rmeſſe is great richer, In 

which wordes, as /acob craued of his Wiues and his Seruants Gen-35.4 
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to give hiin their Idolls, that hee mightburie them, ſo Paul 
craucth your couctouluelle ; that he might burieir: and that 
yemightbenoloſers,he offcreth you thevantagezin fteed of 
gaine, he propoſeth great gaine. Godlineſſe i5 preate gaine:as 
if he ſhouldſay, will youcouet little gaine before great?you 
haucfoundlittle joy in moaney,you ſhall and great toy in the 
holy Ghoſt : you haue found lictle peace in theworld, you 
| ſhall inde great peace incon([cience. Thus ſecingrthe world . 
ſtriue forthe world, like beggersthrulting at a dole, Lawyer 
again(t Lawyer,Brother againſt Brother, Neighbour again(l 
Neighbour,forchegolden Apple,that poore N4beth cannot 
hold his owne becauſe famany Achab: are lick for his Vine- 
yeard ; when hee hadfoundthe diſeaſe, like a sk1lfull Phyli- 
tian, hee: goeth abour topick outthe greedie worme which 
maketh men ſo hungrie, & (etterh (uch a glall: beforethem 
thatwillmakea ſhilling ſeeme as great as a pound, acottage 
ſeeme as faire asa Palace, and a plough ſeeme as goodly as 
.a Diadem, that he which hath but cwentie pounds,thall be as 
mercie a#he which hath an hundred, and wo which hath an 
hundred, ſhall be as ijocond as hewhich hath a thouſand, and 
. hewhich hath a thouſand, ſhall be as well. contented, as hee 
Dan.1,12 which hatha million: euenas Daxic/ didthriue wich water 
and pulle, as well as the relt did with their wine and iun- 
kets. This is thevertue and operation of theſe words: if you 
hearethem with theſame ſpiritthat Pau! wrote them, they 
willſo worke vpon your hearts, that you ſhal goc away cuery 
Luke 19,38 Man contented with that which hee hath-z like Z «chews, 
which before hee had ſeene Chriſt, knew nothing but to 
ſcrape, but 8 ſoone as he had heard Chrilt,all his minde was 
ſervpon giving : this was notthe firlt day that Z aches, (ee- 
med rich to others, but this was the fr{t day that Z rchens 
ſeemedrich vntohiml(elfe, when riches ſeemed dung, and 
Mat. 19, 21 eodlinefſeſceemedriches, Chriſtdoth not will others to giue 
all cheir goods away to the poore, as he bad the young man, 
tolſce whathe would doe z burhewhich forbad him to k-epe 
his riches, forbiddeth vs to loue riches, and makes our ri- 
ches (ceme pouerty. When ye contemnericiics, ye {lal _ 

ric 
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The Benefit of Contentation, Y 
rich, becauſe no man hath enough, but he which isconten» 2 
red: but it yecouct, andgrone, and thirlt ; as /acob gaue Raw Gen.4941 
b-n a bleſsing,bur (016, rho ſha/t net be excellent, ſo God may 
give you riches, bur hee faith, yow hall not be ſatrefied, Fur ye 
will be couctous vi.rill ye be religious. He that will haue con- 
tenration, mult {caue his couetoulnetle in pawne for it, This | 
isthe ſpicit which we ſhould caſt out -if ye will leave bur this *K1ng-9,74 
oneſinne bchinde, you ſhall depart out of this Church like **&9? _ 
N aaman out of [ordan, a8if you had beene waſhed , and all 
your (innes{uepe away like the ſcales from Pas/seyes, For 
what hath broughevſuric,and ſimonie,and briberie,and cru- 
elcie, and ſubtiltie, and enure, and ſtrife & deceit into this Ci- 
tic, and made eucry houſc an Inne,andeuery ſhop a Market 
of oathes, and ics and fraud bur the ſuperfluous loue of mo- 
nie? Name couctouln.s,andthou halt named the mother of 
all theſe miſchiefs ; other (ins are but hirelings vntothis lin, 
vſ{urie, and briberie,and ſimonie,andextorrion,& deceit,and | 
lies, and oathes, are fatorstocouctoulnefle, and ſerue for - 
Porcers to fetch and bring her living io, As the Receiuer 
makes atheete. ſocouctouineſle makes an viurer, andextor- 
tioner, and decciuer, becauſe ſhe receiueth the bootie which 
they ſtcale. Euen as Racbe! cried to her husband,, Grve mee 
&hildren or «iſe [ die, (a couetouſneſTecrieth vato viarie, and 
briberic,aud ſimeny,andcrueltie and deceit,& lics, Give me Gen-30,t 
richer or elſe | 41e. How they may (anea little & how they may 
get'much, and how they nay projorglifc, is cuery mans 
dream froin $unne to Sunne,(olong as they haue akneeto Rom 11 
bow vnto Baa: : (o mairy vices bud. ut of this one, thatit is * + i1.6,10 
called, The roote of a/lensll, as if wee would (ay, theſpawne 
of all (inne. Take away couetouſneile, and hee will (ell his 
wares ascheepe as hee; hewill bring vp his children as ver« 
tuvully as hee ; hee will refule bribes as earneſtly as hee ;hee 
will {uccourthe poore av heartilicas hee : hee willc. me to 
che Churchaslighily as hee. If yee couldfeelethe pulſe of 
eyery heart, whatmak«s Gehezs take the bribe which Elie , King 5 
ſoa refuled , what -makes Demerrizs to ſpeake for lames, as 19,4 
which P«»/condemned, what makes Nabal denic Danzd » Sam.5- 
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that which Abigail gaue him. ? what makes [udes grudge 
the oyle which Maritendred?nothing but Couctoulneſle; 
When thou ſhouldeſt giue, ſhee ſaith it is too much : when 
thou fſhouldeſt receiuc,ſheelaith it isro0 little ; when thou 
ſhouldeſt remit, ſhee ſaith, it is coo great : when thou ſhou!. 
de(t repent,ſheeſaith, it istoo ſoone ; when thou ſhouldelt 
heare, ſhee ſaitd, it istofarre, like Pharao which found one 
bulinetle or other to occupie the Iewes when they ſhould 
ſcrue God. 

Thuseuecry labourhath an end, but couctouſneſle hath. 
none zlikea ſuiter in Law, which chinkes to haue an end this 
Terme, andthat Terme, and the Lawyer which ſhould pro- 
cure his peace, prolongeth his ſtrife, becauſe he hath an ati» 
onto his purſc,as his aduerſaric hathco hisland:ſo he which 
is ſet cncoucting doth drinke brine which makes him thirſt 
more,&ſecth no hauentill he arriue at death ;when he hath 
lied, heisready tolic againe : when hee hath ſworne, heeis 
ready to ſweare againe: when he hath deceiued,hee is ready 
co deceiue againe : when the day isis paſt, he woulditwereto 
beginne againe : when the Termeisended, nee wiſheth it 
weretocomeagainezand though his houſe be full, and his 
ſhopfull,and his coffers full,and his purſe full : yet his heare 
isnotfull,butlanke and emptie, like the diſcaſe which wee 
callthe wolfe, thatis alwaies cating, and yet keepes-the bo- 
die leane, The Antdoth eate the foode which ſhee findeth, 
the Lyon dothrefreſh himſelfe with the prey that he taketh: 
but the couctous manlyeth by his money asa ſicke man lits 
by his meate,and hath no pewer totaſte it,but rolook vpon 
it ; like the Prince to whom E/as(aid , That hee ſhould ſee 
the (ornewith his exes, but none ſuould come within his month, 
Thusthe couctous man makes a foole of him(elfe, He couc- 
teth to couet : he gatherethto gather;he Jaboureth colabor: 
hecareth to care ; as though his office were, to bla coffer 
full of Angels,& then rodielikean Alle, which carrieth trea- 
ſureson his backeall day, andatnightehey are taken from 
him which did him no good but loade him, How happie 
were ſome, if they knewe not gold from Jeade? if thou bee 


wiſe, 
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wiſe (faith Salomon ) then ſralt bee wiſe far thy ſelfe : Buthee 
which is couetous, iscouctous againſi himſelfe. For what a 
plague isthis( valeiſe one would kill himſelfe) for a manto 
{pendall his life in carking, andpining, andſcraping, ( as 


though hee ſhould doe nothing but gather in thisworld , to. 


ſpend inthe next) vnlcſſthee bee ſurerhat hee ſhould come 
againe when hcis dead,toeatethoſe ſcrappes which hee hath 
gotten with all his ſtirr 2 Therefore couctouſnelle may well 
becalled Miſeric, and the couctous Miſerable, for they are 
miſerableindeed. 

Of them which ſeeme to beewiſe, therebe no ſuch fooles 
in the world, asthey which loue money better then them» 
ſelues: but thisisthe iudgement of God, thatthey which de- 
ceiueothers, deceiuethemſclues, and liue like Caine, which 
was avagabondvpon his owneland, ſo they are beggers in 
the middelt of their wealth ; for thoogh they have vnder- 
Rtandingeo know riches, andamind tofeekethem, and wit 
to findethem, and policie to keepethem,andlifetopoſleſſe 
themy yetthey haue ſuch. a falſe ſight and blecare cie, that 
when their riches lie before them they haue ponertie, and 
heewhich hath not halfe ſo much ſcemes richerchen they : 
Will you know how this comes to paſſe ? To ſhew that the 
couctous men belong to hell;they are all like hell while they 


Gen.4,14 


hue. Hell isneuerfilled, and they are never fatisfied : but as Pro.30,15 


the Horle-leach crieth, giuezgiue, ſo their hearts crie, bring, 
bring 1andthough thetempter ſhould layto him, as he ſaid 


ro Chriſt, 4/theſe Iwillgine thee, yetall wilnotcontent them Mat.4,g 
no morether heauencontented him. But asthe Glutton in -vk< 4.6 
helldeſfireda drop of water, and yet a river would not fa. Luk. 16.24 


tigfiehim:for if adrop had been grantedhim,hewould have 
deſired adrop more, anda drop to that: ſothey will lieand 
ſweare anddeceiuefor a drop of riches. Thediuefl needs nor 
offerthem all as he didto Chrift, forthey will ſcrue bim for 
| lefſe:burifhecouldgine themal,al would notconrentthem, 
no more then the world contented Afexawider. For it is a- 
gainſt the name & nature of couetouſnefſeto be content, as 
it is againſtthe name & natureof Contentation to bee coue- 
A4 tous 


Gen.5,15 


:7et.q,8 


Pro.1,1g 


dtar.6,24 
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8 The Benefit of Coptentation; 
tous, Therefore one ſaith, chat no mans heart islike the co5 
uctous mans heart, for his heart is withouta bottome. 

A Prentiſe is bound byt forning yeares, andchen he is free: 
butif che couetausmen mightliuelonger then-Aerbuſpclab 
yet they would-neucr bee free-men, but Prentiſes to the 
world, whilethey hauc a foot out of the grave. 

Itis a wondertoſce:asthe Diucll compallcth about, ſees. 
kingwhom he maydeuour, ſo men compatlle about, (ce- 
king whatthey may devour, ſuch loueis betweene men and 
monie, that they which profetſe good will vato it withtheir 
hearts,willnottake ſo much paincsfar their life, y take 
for gaine, Therefore no maruell, if they haue nolciſure to 


. ſanQtifiethemſelucs, which haueno leifureto refreſh them-« 


ſclues, Chriſt knew what heeſpake when hee (aid ; No. men. 
ca ſernerwo Matters (meaning God,and the world)becauſe 
each would haue all. As che Angcllandthe Deuill lroue for 
the body of Moſer, notwho ſhould hauea part, but who 
ſbould have the whole : ſo they (triue tillfor our (oule,who 
ſhall haucall, Therefore the Apoltleſaith, 7he /oue of rhis 
world 1s enmitse te God, Signifying ſuchemulatianbytweene, 
thelerwo, that.God cannot abidethe world ſhould haue a 
part, and the world cannot abidetbat, God ſhould haye a 
pare, Thereforethe louue of the world mult needs beenmitie 
to God,and thereforethelouers of the world mult needs be 
enemicsto God ; and ſonacouctous man 18.Gouds ſcruant,, 
bu: Gods enemie, For this cauſe. couatouſncile is called Idg« 
larrie, whichis the moſt contcarielinne to God, becaule, as. 
treaſonſers vpanother King inche Kings place, {o Idoulatrie. 
ſctsvp another Godip Gods place, _ 

This word doth ſignifiethatche.couctaus make ſo much, 
of monie, thatthey euen worſhipitin their hearts, & would 
doe asmuch for it axthe Idolaters doe fortheir Idolls,. Pawl. 
ſeeing ſuchlinscommireed, and ſuch painstaken for gaine; 
thought with bimſelfe,;fthey could be perſwaded, that God- 
linefſe is gaine, itis like thatthey. would take as much paines 
for Gadlinetle as theytake for Gaine, Therefore he raketh 


vpoa, him to proue this range Paradoxe, that godlineile 
6 OT, * oro ages 4 ; is. 
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is gaine,again(t all chem in theverſebefore,which hoſde,that 
gaineis godline(ſe, Theſe ewo opipionsare very contrarie, 
ard here are many againſtone, A-man would thinke that 
Paul (hould be very eloquent and (harpe witted y and that 
hee had needeto vicloins Logick,for he hath choſea a hard 
Text. What, Pas), will youprouc that god/inefſe it gaine?You 
ſhall haue moe oppaneazs againlt youthen Afchaiah had 1 Regarzyp,. 
when he forbaJ Achab co fight. If you hadrakenthe former 
verſe, which (aith that gaine 15 godlmmerythen you ſhould haue- 
had matcer andexamplesenough, the Mcrchant and Mercer 
and Lawier, and Land-lord, and Patron,aadall would come 

in and/peakefor gaine, asthe Epheſians cried for Diana 3 ag, 
bucif you will be crolleto all; and preach, godlines ir gaine, 
tathema which count gaine godhnes,men willthinke of you: | 
as Feſtus did, that you (peake you know.notwhat, Theſe 1q, ,c, 6 
Ictſonsarefor Paw! himlelfezas Chrilt faich, 41/doenorre- qu. 
cetue this-word, {o all doenot count this gaine, but lofle: wee raſh D 
cqunt him rich which hath his Barnes full lixethechurl, his Luk.15, 14 - 
coffcrstulllikeche glutton, his cable full like Belraſar, hig.227-59! 
ſtable full like. $4/om19n, his grounds fulllike 705, his. purſe ReB-4» a 
full like{r2/, You ſpeakeagainit your Maſter, for Chriſt Lakes 
ſcatwordvneo /9hy, that the poorereceiue the Goſpell, as 

though the godly were of the poorer fort:and Dazidcallerh Plali73, x 
thewickedrici, hey proſper.an1 flour fo, laith he,theirſeede-13 
blaſteth not. their cowcalleth nor: as if he ſhould ſay, It is . 

not as you take.ie, Paxl,that godlineiledoth make men rich, -. 

For ch:s I haue obſerued in my time, that the wicked bee the rhe ac 
wealth:eſt: and good Laz:res is the poore man, and wicked - "I 


19,28 


Diner intherich man, Againe, wee reade thatrhe Officers Iohn 7,48 : 


wereasked, which of the Phariſces,or of the Ruſers did fol- 
low Chriſt, yet theſe were counted rich men, though eney - 
had no godliactle ; andif you ſhovldexamine yourſelfe,it: - 
ſeemes you vereno rich man, for all yourgodlinetſe,when: . 
you did workewith hand#tfor your living; rhereforeit god= ,x1,q.,,. 
linelſe beluch gaine, how happnethie, that your ſhare isno | 
becter *ſothey which arelike Nxcodemur( when Cheill aith-tohn 414 _ 
cthatthey mult be borne againe )thinkerhat he can haue _ | 
Otnce.- 
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other meaning, but thatthey muſt returne into their mo- 

thers wombe zandwhen he calles himſclfe bread; that hee 

mult needes meane ſuch bread as they dine with, As the 

Tohns Iewes,hearingthe Prophets(peakeſo often of Chrilts king- 

dome,andcall him a King,lookedfor a temporall King that 

Mat, 20,:0 ſhould bringehem peace, andioy and glory, and makethem 

lice Kings themſeclucs: ſo the carnall cares, when they heare 

of a kingdome, andercaſures, andriches, ſtraittheir mindes 

runne vpon earthly, and worldly, and tranſitorie things, 

ſuch as they loue, to whom Paul anſwereth, as Chriſt an- 

ſwered his Diſciples, / hane another meate which you know 

not of; ſo there are other richer which you know not of : I (aid 

not;that godline(leiscarthly,or worldly,or tranſitory gaine, 
but great gaime, 

He will notonely prooue godlineffe tobe gaine,but great 
$4ine :as if he ſhouldſay, more gainefull then your wares, 
andrents, and fines, and intereſt: asthough hewould make 
the Lawyer, and Merchant, and Mercer,and Draper,and Pa- 
tron, and Landlord, and all the men of riches belecue, that 
godlinefſe will make them rich ſooner then covetouſnefle, I 

_ fearethis ſaying may berenewed, [f a man tell you, yee will not 
Abac.t,g Gelcewert, cc A8the Lord looked downe vponthe earth, to 
Pial.84,% fee if any didregard him, & ſaid, There is not owe ; (o this ſen- 
£53 tencemay goefrom Courteo City, from City to Countrie, 
andſay;thereis ſcarce one in aTownethar willſubſcribevn- 

Plal.5 toit. Many (ſaid Danid) «rhe who will ſhew vs any good? mea- 
ning riches, and honour, and pleaſure,whicharenot good. 

Butwhen he came to goodneſleit felfe,he leaues out Mary, 
andpraycthin his owne perſon, Lord lift chow vp the light of 

thy countenance vpon vs, asif nonewouldioine with him.Yer 

Mat.11,19 wiſedome is inſt;fied by her #wnech:/dren, andthe godlie count 
godlmeſſegaine ;to make vs loue godlines,hecallcthit bythe 

name of that wee loue moſt : that is, geive. As the Father 

Luke 1,52 calleth his Son which he would loue more thenthe reſt, by 
his ownename,toput him in mindeof ſuch aloue as he bea- 

reth to him(clfe, Heere wee may ſee that God dothnot com- 

mand meg to be godly onely, becauſe it makes for his glory, 
ut 


Iohn 413 


The Benefes of Contentation, oh 

but becauſe godlines is profitableto vs. For godlinefſeisnot 

called gaine, inreſpeft of God, bur in reſpeR of vs : it is 
gainetovs, bur itis duty tohim. $0 it iscalled a health in ”ro-3,9 
reſpeR of vs, becauſe it is the healthof our ſoules :{0 it ts 

nct called akingdome in reſpeRt of God, but inreſp:R ot vs, Vat-6,z22 
becauſe weare intituled tothe kingdome by this difference 
fromthe reprobates. Put allche good things in the world 
together andthe goodactieof all is found in godlinetle, & 
therefore godlinetle is called by.che names vf thoſe things 

that men count belt , to ſhew, that the godly areas well , as 

merry, as content with cheir loue towards God, and Gods 
louetowards them, as other are wich health, and wealth,and 
pleaſures. Therefore itis ſaid of the godly, The feare of the pr, .6 
Lordi hutreaſure, Therefore (faith /eremie ) The Lord is Lam.z,:4 
m2 portzon, as though he delired nothing elſe, andcherefore 


itis ſaid of Moſes, That be eſteemed the rebuhe of ( hriſt grea- Heb.11, 36 - 


ter riches then all the trea'ures of Egypt, If croiles beeriches, 

as Moſes thought, what riches are in godline(le? Butis this 

all the harucſt ? ſhall godlinelle bee all the godly mans ri- | 
ches ? Nay (ſaith Pawlr}Godlineſſe hath the promiſes of this life, 1 Tir 4,8 | 
and of the life to tome,that is, the godlie ſhall do well in hea- 

uen andheereto, And thereforeChrilt (aith, Firi# ſeeke the Mat 6,z3 
k;ngdome of God, and all the reſt ſhall bee caſt vpon you; even 

as the ſheaues fell before R#tb, ſo rich cs ſhall fall in your *%tÞ 2-35 
way asthey didto Abrabam, and Lot, and Jacob, and /ob, 

and 7oſeph:riches were caſt to them they knew nothow z but 

asif God had ſaid, Berich, and they wererich (traite. For all 

good things werecreated for the good, and therefore they 

are called goed. Becauſe the good God created them for 

good mento good purpole therefore as /acob got the bleſ. ©*9-27. 
{ing,ſo he gotthe inheritancealſo:to ſhewethat as the faith« 

full haue the inward blcſ{tng, ſothey havethe outward bleſ- 
lingsto,when they are good forthem.For(ſaith Danid)They Plal.z 4,10 
which ſecke the Lord ſhall want nothing that is good, Now God 

knoweth better :hen wee what is good for vs, as the nurſe 

knoweth better then the childe when the milke is ready for 

it, Therefore Chrilt (aich, Tow heauenty Father knowerb what Math6, 2 : 
you. 
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you hane needs of : hee (aith nut, that wee know what wee bane 
weede of, but that our Father knonerthras if te (hould faygwhen 
you haueneede of health, your Father will ſend you healthz 
when you hauc neede of riches, your Father will ſend yuu 
riches: when you haue necde of libertie , your Father will 
ſend you libertie:zfor heſaicth nor oncly, char hrs Father knows 

Mat.7,11 gh what wee bave needs of, but that bee will give vs the things 
which weeneede, Therefore as children take no care for theis 
apparell, what cluzthesthey ſha{l weare,nor tor cheirviRu- 

—_— af all, what meatthey ſhall eate, bur leaue this care tor their 

& 2 = ' Father: ſoſaith Chriſt, Take yow no care, for my Father careth 
for you, ' 

He was notcontent tocall Godlimneſſe gaive, but he caHeth 
itgreate gainezas if he would ſay,Game,and morethen Games 
riches,and betterthenriches : a Kingdome and greater then 
a Kingdowe, As when the Prophets would diltinguiſh bee 

Deu.rs.r, weenc the [doll gods andthe liuing God, they call him the 

che - great God; (a the gainc of Gudlinelle is called great game, 

1Tim.6,, Therichesof the Worldarecalledearthly,craulicory ſnares, 

Phil-3.9 .thornes,dung, as thoughthey were not worthy to be cotid- 

.tedriches : and therefore, to draw the earneſt loue of men 

' fromthem,the holy Gholt brings them in wich cheſe names 

of difdaine, to diſgrace them wich theirſouers : but when he 

| comes to godline(lewhich ische riches of the ſoule, he cal- 

Pro.3:459 [ethitgreatriches, heaveniy riches, vnſcarchableriches, e- 

Pro-4- 95, yertaſtingriches, with allthe namiesot honour, and all the 

Pro, 1x Narnes cf pleaſure, & ali thenamesofhippines. Asawoman 

&8 trims and decks her {c|fewith an hundred ornaments, only 
tomake heramiable, ſuche holy Ghoſt ſerecth our godlines 

h with namesof honour,and names of pleaſures:andnames of 

* Cant.4x happines, asit were in her Icwells, with letters of commen- 

dation,to make her be beloued. Leſt any riches ſhould come« 

. pare with godlines, hee giu-5 it a naneaboue other, andcal- 
lethit greater4ch-5,a0it he would make adifhinftion between 
riches andriches,b<tweenethe gaine of couctoulnes, &the 
gaine of godlines, the peace ofthe world, and rhe peace of 

. conſciencezthe oy vt riches, andtheioy of che holy by ſt, 

| 116 


The Benefit of Contentation, 13 
The worldly men hauea kinde of peacezand joy,and riches. 
ButTcannot call ie greate , becauſe they haue not enough, 
they are not contented as the godly are, therefore only god- 
 linefſe hath this honour,to be called great riches, The gain 
of couetouſnefle isnothing buewealth, butthe gaine of god- 
line(ſe is wealih, and peace, and ioy,apd lau e of God,and.the 
remiſsion of ſinnes,andeuerlalting life. Therefore only god- 
line{ſehath this honofytobe called great gaine. Riches makes Gen.1z ,6 
bare, but godlineſs makes peace: riches breeds couctouſnes, 
bue godline(lebringscontentation : riches make menvawil- 
ling to die, but godlineiſe makes men readie to die: riches 
often hurtthe owner, but godlineſs profiteth the owner and 
other, Therefore, only godlinefle hath this honour, to bee 
called great riches, Such gaine, ſuch ioy,ſuch peaceisin god- 
linc{le,and yet no man couets it:andthisisthe quality of ver 
eue, it ſceemerh nothing vncoa man vntili he hath it, as Sa/s- 
mon ſaith of the buyer zwhile he is buying, hee diſpraiſeth 
the thing which he buyeth, and faith, /: 55-a«nght, ic is not £10.20.14 
worth theprice which yee aske ; butwhen hee hath bought 
it, ſoſoone as heis gone, hee boaiteth of his pepny-worehs, 
and(airhir is better then his money. Sogodlinetle, before a 
man hathit, heeſaith, itis not worth his[abour, and thinkes 
eucry houre coo much that he ſpendethaboutir ; but when 
hee hath found it , hee would not Joſcit againe forall the 
world, becanſc he is now cometorhat, which followeth, to 
be contentedwith that he hath, Here Paul ſheweth with what 
a man ſhould be contented;not with one thouſand pounds, 
norone huncred pounds, nortwenty pounds, but witathat 
he hath: and there1s greatreaſon why he ſhould ſo: becauſe 
no man knoweth what is fie for him ſo well as tris caruer. And 
thereforeeucry one ſhould efteeme fo reueremly of God, 
that hethinke nothing berterfor him (forthetymepreſent} 
then that which God meaſurech forth vato him. For when 
Chriſt had no monie, he was contented, and when he wanted Mar 17, 25 | 
monieto pay tribute, he ſentforno more therhe needed:he 
' might hauecomandedtwentie pounds as wellas 20, pence. 
But to ſhew, that men ſhould delireno morethen will ſerve 
OUT ; 


Pſal.z 3,5 
lohn 147 


Luk.12.19 


loh.4,1z 


ACt-2,1 


Gen.q4a,ls 
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our turne , hee would have no morethea ſerued his nature, 
Now,becauſe cortentation is cf ſuch a nature, that it can 
pleaſcitlfevith pouertie, as wellas riches,therefore it 13 
called the great gaive ; asthoughit hadall whichit wanted, 
And thiscontentment{ faith Paw) wee owe to godlinelle, 
becauſeit is not pcſsibleforawicked man to be contented 
for as he is not ſatisficdwith (inne, (o is he ſatisfied with no- 
thing. Richescame, and yet.the man is not plealed:libertie 
comes, and yetthe man is not pleaſed : plealyre comes, and 
yetthe man tsnot pleaſed gvntill God come, andthen hee 
faith, My cup is fret, Shew vs thy Father ( (aith Ph1il:p) andit 
ſ«fficeth, Nay, ſhew vs thy ruth, anditluiticeth, Now my 
ſoule ( ſaiththe churle) rake thy reft : nay,now my ſoule take 
thy re{l,for thou haſt laid vp for many years. The godly man 
hath found that which all the world doth ſceke, that is E- 
nough, Eucry word may be defined,andeuery thing may be 
meaſured,but erwwgh cannotbe meaſured ordefined,ii chan- 
pcth euery yeare: whenwe had nothing, weethought it E- 
nough,it we might obtaineletle then we have:when we came 
to imore,wethought of another enongh: now vve haue more, 
we dreame of another exongh ; ſyenonghisalwaiestocame, 
though too much be there alreadic. For as oyle kindleth the 
fhirewhich it ſeemestoquench,(o her comeasthough they 
wouldmake a mancontented, and make him more coue- 
tous, Therefore ſeeing contentation wasncuer foundin ri- 
ches the Apoſtle teacherh to ſecke ut in godlineſſe [aying, Godlie 
Ke (ſe rs richer,asthough itdidnot only make a man conten- 
ted, but makea mancontented with it {elte , Hee ſpeakesas 
though he had founda new kinde of riches, which the wor[d 
neucr thought of, thatare of fuch a nature, that they will 
latisfe a man Ickethe water that Ckrift ſpake ofzhe rhat drinks 
of thirwater ſhall thirſt no more: (c they thattalteof theſe ri- 
ches, ſhall couct no more: but as theholy Ghoſt filled all che 
houſe, fo the grace ard peace,and ioy of the holy Gholl bl- 
ithallcheheart z that ag Hofeph hadnonecde of Aſtroncme, 
b: cauſe he had the (pirit of propheciezſo he which hath con- 
ecntativn,hath little neede of riches; hee thinkes not of the 
Philoſo- 
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Philoſophers ſtone, nor the gold of Ophir , nor the mines of 1 Reg;s, 3; 


[ndia, but he hath his quiere e/f,withour ſuitof law;for here” 
tainetha peace-maker within,which would made all La#icrs 
Preachers, if men wereſo wiſe to take counlellof it. 

When the [aw is ended, if the man be notcontent heeis in 
trouble {ti{{ : when his diſeaſe is cured,if hee bee not content, 
hee isfick (||: when his want is ſupplied, if hebe notcon- 
rented heis in wat ſti}{zwhen bondage 18 turned into liberty, 
if he benot content, hein his bondage (til{:but thuugh he be 
in. Jaw,and [icknelle, and pouertie, and bondage, yet if hee 
be content, he is free, andrich, and merrie, and quict, cucn 
as Adaw was warmethough hee hadnoclothes, 

Such acommander is Contentation,that whereſoeuer ſhe 
ſetteth foot, an hundred bleſſings waitevpon her : in every 
diſeaſe ſheis a Phylitian, in euery (irifc ſhe is a Lawier , in e- 
uery doubt ſheisa Preacher, in euery griefe the is aComfor- 
ter, like a ſweet perfume:yhich takerh away the euill ſent, 
and leaueth a pleafantſentforie. Asthe Vnicornes horne, 
dippedinthe Fountaine, makes the waters which were cor- 
rupt and noiſome, cleare and wholeſome vpon the ſodaine z 
{o, whatſocuerc(tate godlinetle comes vneo, it ſaith like the 


Gen. 1,25 


Apoltles, Peace be ro his houſe , peace beto thisheart, peace Lu*e-5.9 


be rorthis man, 
I maylikenitto the fiue loaves and ewo fiſhes, wherewith 


Chriſt fed huethouſand perſons , and yet thereweretwelue . 


basketsfull of thatwhich was lefr, which could not fill one 
basket when it was whole. Thus thei littlefealt was made 
a great feaſt :(o the golly; though they' haye but little 
for them(clues, yet they have ſomething for other like 


the Widdowes Mite , that they may ſay as the D.ſciples Mar. 12,41 
ſaid toCHR1s Tr, they want nothing, though they haue ©uk-: 3-35 


nothing. 'Contentation' wanteth nothing , and a good 
heartis worth ajl. For if ſhee want bread, ſhee can ſay as 


Chriſt ſaid, / haxe a» other bread: If ſhee want riches, ſhee 1911 432 - - | 


can (ay, I have other riches, If ſhee want ſtrengrh, ſhee 
canfiy, I have other. (trength, If (hee wane friends, (hee 
can ſay, 1 hauc other friends ; Fhus the godly! finde all 


with- 


x3Cor.z.16 
Phil.4,12 


Deut 3 :6 


1 Tim 6,17 
Phil.4,12 


- 


Ioh.z 1,17 
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4 a 


Heſt.4.14 
2 Reg.q7 
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within, that they ſeekewixhour, Thereforeif you ſee a man 


contented with that he hath, it is a great igne that godlinetle 
isentred into him, forthe heart of man was made a Temple 
for God, andnothing cam fill ie but God alone. Therefore | 
Paw! ſaith after his conuerſion, that which hee could never 
ſay before bisconuerlion, 7 haze learned tobe content. Firſt he 
leerned godlinefſe,thengodlineſle taught him contentation, 
Now( ſaith Paul) [hae learnedto be content : as though this 
werea lc(Tonfor euery Chriſtian to learne, to be content. For 
thus hee mult chinke, that as God(aid to Afo/er when h 

could not obtainelcaue to goetof, anaur : Let this ſuffice thee - 
to ſee { anaan : (0, whatlocuer he giueth, he giues this charge 


Ter19,19 with ut, Let #his ſuffice thee, As Teremic ſaith, This 1s my ſor- 


row,and ] will beart it, ſothou mult ſay z This is tny portion, 
and I willtakeit. This istheſigne , whether godline(lebein a 
man, if he have joy of that which he hath : forthings which 
God giueth to the rightcoug, Pex laith , that hee giueth 
them to emtoy,that iszif he have much, heecapſay with Pants 
Thawe learnedto abound ; if hee haue little, hee canſay with 
Paul I hawe learned te want ; that is , if hee have much, a8 
Abrabam, and Lot, and /acob, and /ob, and /oſeph, yer it 
capnot m— but as the neewasfull of Fiſhes, 
and yet not rene ſethey caltitin at Cirtiſls command: 
ſo, thovghthegodly man beefu!l uf riches, yet his heart 18 
notrent, his mindeisnor troubled, his countenance is not 
changed, becauſe bee remembers, that theſe things were 
given him todoegood, as Heſter thought of her honour 
for if wee have liccle, it is like the little oyle which ſerued 
the Widdow as little as it wav. A /itr/e to the righteous ( ſaith 
Dauid ) #: bettey than great riches tothe vagodly : for when 
a man hath found the heauerly riches, hee careth not for 
earth lyrjches,no more then he that walksin the Sucythinks 
whether the Moone ſhine-orno, becauſe hee hath no neede 
of her light, Thereforewe conclude with Chrilt, B/:ſcd are 
they which thirft after righteonſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatirfied': 
notchey thatthirit after riches :nor they thac thirſt after ho-. 
nour, 1:ax they that chirll after pleaſure, ſhall be —— by 
7 enir 


- na) 0 
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thirſt more,asthe ambitious,voluptuous, and couetous do: 


but they that thirſt after righteouſneſſe ſhall bee ſat:fied, albeit 
they haue noriches,nor honour, nor pleaſure. If yeabkelike 


the Virgine , How can this bee? 1 an{were , Euen as Adam Gen.16 


wss warme without cloathes, ſo God doth fatisfie many 
men without riches, Though hee was naked, yer hee did not 
ſee his nakednelle, ſolongas heewas innocent : but when 
hee began to rebel], then began hee to want cloathes 3 ſo 
though a man be poore, yet heſeesnot his pouerty, ſolong 
as heis contented : but when hee beginnesto cover, then he 
beginsro wantriches,andfrom that day thecurſe(inthefirlt 
of Aggerir,verſ.6.)rakeshold on him, Ye eate, but yee bane 
wot enough ; yee arinke, but ye are not ſatisfied ; yecloath your 
ſelues. but y: are not warme;Indeed thecouctous man (cemes 
to drawe the worldto him with cordes, his coffers are of 
Load(tones, his hands like nets, his fingers like lime twigs, 
thereitcomes, and there-it comes, one would thinke this 
man ſhould bee happie one day, 

When the Churles barnes were full, hee bade his ſoule. 
takereſt, thinking togaine reſt by couctouſneſle, that hee 
mighcſay, Riches gaine reſt as well as godlineſle : but ſee 


what happened ; that night, when hee began to take his Luk-11.15 


reſt, riches,andreſt,and ſoule,and all, weretakenfrom him. 
Did heenor gainefaire ? Would hee have taken ſuch paines, 
if he had thoughtof ſuchreſt ? Couetouſnelle may gaine ri- 
ches,butir cannotgainereſt:yee may thinkelikethischurle, 
to reſt, when your barnes,aud ſhoppes, and coffers arefuilz 


bur ye ſhall findeirerue which Eſay (aith, There is no reſt to py 48.22 


the vngodlie: therefore the wiſe man to preuent all hope © 
reſt, or honour,or profit by (inne,ſpeakes asthough hee had 


tried, A man cannot beeſtabliſhed by iniquitse, Therefore hee Pro.12.3 


cannot beequieted, nor ſatished by the gaine of deceit, or 
bribes, orlies, or vſucie, whichis iniquity : therefore ble(- 


ſedis the manwhom godlinelle doth make rich. For when Pro.10.22 


the bleſting of the Lordmaketh rich,(ſaith S4/omon ) hee doth 
adde no ſorrow to it ; but (aith he) rherenenwes of thewicked, 
i: trouble,as though his money were care, Wherefore, let Pa- 
eron 


Mal. 2,14 
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tron and Landlord, and Lawyer, and allſay now , that P«u/ 
hathchoſcn thebenerriches, which chirfe, nor moth, nor can- 
her can corrupt:theſe are the riches, atlaſt chat we mult dwcll 
with, when all the reſt which wee haue lied for, and {worne 
for, and fretted for, and coulened for, and broken our. 
fleepefor, and loſt many Sermonefor, forlake vs, like (cr- 
uants which changetheir malters:chen godlinetle ſhal ſeeme 
as great gainetovs, as it.did to Pas/, and hee which lo- 
ued the world moſt, would giue all that hee hath for a 
drammeof faith, that he might bee ſureco goe to heauen, 
= hee is dead;though he.went cowards hell ſalong as hee 
ived, 
Horether- is an anſwer to them which aske, hat pro- 


2-SAM.19, fr js 1t.to ſerue God ? How ha py was Barzi/lai that would 


33 


2Reg.7,13 


not be exalted ? what quiet hadthe Shunamite which cared 


Luke 5,11 Not forpreferment 2when did che Diſciples ſeeme(o rich,as 


Atts 3,6 


Pſ/ahzt9 


when they were willing to leaue all ? This ſhall bee your 
gainc, when youare viurersof godlineile. Is not che word 
goneforth yet, which hath killed couctouſnctle, that I may 
end my Sermon ? either you goe away contented, or you go 
away condemned of your owne conſcience :- before you 
werevexedwith couctouſneſTe,but now theworld ſhall vexe 
you toogfor you ſhallneuer couet,nor [yc,nor decciuc here- 
after, but a Sergeant ſhall arrc(t you vpon zt, and(ome len- 
tencewhich you haue heard, ſhall gnaw youat tte heart, 
with a memorandum of hell, that yee ſhall wiſh, O that ! 
could abandonthis (inne, or el(e,that I had acuer heard thae 
warning, which makcgit acorrafiue vnto mee, before | can 
leaucit tif they which are greedy (till could {ſee what peaco 
andrelt, andioy goe hoipewith themthac are conicnted, 
though they may ſay with Peter, Gould an4 ſiluer have [ rone, 
cucry man would bee a ſuicer to godlinelle, that hee might 
haue che dowry of contentation, 

If any.heere be couctous ſtill, let him alwaicsthinke,why 
Dawid prayeth, Turne my hart $0 thy law, and not toconectouſe 
neſſe : he might haue named pride, or anger,or luſt; but that 
no lin didſokeep histhoughts from the law, as couctoule?, 
when, 
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when it cameypon him. Hee ſaith, T»rne my hart vnte thy 
Law, and not toconctouſneſſe, avthough a man could not bee 
couetous,and haucany lcifuretothinke vpon any gocd,But 
as /ehn baptizedwith water , ſo I can but teach you with Luke 3 
words, 
Now you haue heard what contentration is, you muſt 
pray to another to giueit ynto you. It is ſaid of this Cicie 
that many Citizens of London hauegood willes, but badde 
deeds, that is, you doe no goodyntill you die. Firſt, yeeare 
yngodly,that you may berich,andthen you part from ſome 
of your riches, to excuſe for ſome of yourvngodlincile. It 
may beethat ſome heere haueſet downein their willes, when 
I die, I bequeathan hundred poundsto a College : and an 
hundred pounds toan Hoſpitall, and an hundred gownes 
ynto poore mer. I doe maruel|thatyou givenomoure hom 
you areatthar point z for /«das,when hee died, returned all Mat.t7,s 
apgaine : ſo yce die, and thinks: when ye are gone, that Gud 
willtake this for aquittance: Menotdeceiucd,for God dorh 
notlookevypon chat which yee doe for feare, but vypon that 
which yee doe for loue:if yeecan findein your heart to doe 
good while you arcin heaſth,as Zachens did,then God hath 2 Cor.o.7 
reſpe to your cffcring : but before God hearkens how yee Luke 19.8 
give your riches, firlt hee examines how yee came by them :; 
for a man may be hangdfor ſtealing ofmony which he giues 
tothe poore, becauſe, if hee ſhould count godlineſlegaine, 
much more ſnould he care to gaine by godly meanes. Thus 
youſce the fruites of godlineſle,and the fruites of couctoul- Nu 
nefſe, to ſtay Bala«ms poſting for a bribe,andtheſonnesof 2217 
4 Zebederu (uing ſor preferment, left ſeeking for Alles they 
loſe a better kingdome, then Sax! found. If you bee coue- 
tous, yee ſhall never haueenough, although you hauecoo 
much : but when yee pray, Tby kingdeme come, yelhall wiſh pu ic, 
my kingdom come, If yeebegodly, yeeſhall haue enough, 
though youſeemeto hauenothing,like tothe Smyrnians of 
whom God ſaith; ] krow thy porerty , but thou art rich, Ther- 
fore what counſel| ſhall 1 giue you, but as Chriſt counſelled 
kis diſci ples, Be not friends to riches but make 61 friends of - Reuel 2,9 
B2z ches 


1 Sara. 10,1 
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PML4412 ches; and knowthis,that if ye cannot Gay as Pas! (aith 1 heave 
learnedto be content, godlinesis not yetcometo your houſe : 
forthe companion of godlinesis contentation,which when 
ſhee comes will bring you all chings, Therefore as Chrit 
ſaich,1f the Sonne make you free, yow ſhall be fre: indeed t 


Tok.$,36 ſol ay,if godlinefie make you rich,yee ſhall be 
rich indeed. The Lord [elus make yee 
Mol 2: doersof thatye hauc heard. 
| Amen, 
\ —_ 
"et $; #4 & 
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The Afﬀfinitie of the 
Faithfull. 


Lvxe 8. 


19. Then came to him bis Mother and Brethren, and coxid 
net come neare kim for the preaſe, 

20. And it wartold bim by certaine, which ſaid : thy OMe- 
ther, and Brethren flandwithout, and would ſee thee. 
21, Buthee anſwered and ſaid vntothew, My mother, and 

my Brethren, are theſe, which beare the word of Ged,and ave it, 


TT 3,1 Ere is Chriſt preaching, a greatpreaſe hea- 
» RY 1, ring, his Mother& his Friends interrupting 
8 C28 {fy and Chriſt againe withſtanding the inter- 
&| LO [{þ roption, with a comfortable dodtrine of his 


$>—. 


Wy CRY mercies towardsthem, which hear the word 
SR If GCodanddocit. When Chriſt was about 
2 worke, and many were gathered together to hear him, the 
Divellthought with himſelfe, asthe Prieſts and Saduces did 
in the fourth of the As, If 1 let him alone thus, all the 
world will follow him, and 1 ſhall be like Reche/, whithout 
Children 2 therefore deviling thelikeſt policieto fruſtrate 
and diſgrace but one of his Serinuns, thereby ro makethe 


people vnwillingto heare himagain : As hee ſet Ewevpon Gen 4.6 
Adam,and made [obs wife his inſtrument , when hee could R_—_ 


not fit himſelfe : ſo hee ſendeth Chriſts Mother, and put- 
tethin the minde of his Kinſmen, to come voto him at 
that inſtant, when hee was in this holy exerciſe, and call 
ypon him while hee was gorncings to come away, ind 
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 goewith thein. Chriſt (ceiageiic Serpems dealing how hee 
madehis Mother the Tempcer, that all tne Audicucie might 
gocawayermptie, and fay where they came: We. theardehe 
manwhichis called /e/«:5,aad he beganneco preach vnrovs, 
with (ach wordes as though hee would carrie vsto heauen x 
but in the midft of his Sermon, came his Horber and Bree 
tbres to him, thatit mightbe knownewhat a xin(man chey 
' had :z and(o ſoone as he heardenat chey were come, (odain- 
Iy hee brake off his Serm.In, an4 (lipt away from vs, to goe 
and make merriewienhem, Cnrill,, | (ay, ſeeing rhis traine. 
laid by Sathan, to difgr icetim(as heduth all his Miniſters) 
did notleaueotf {p:aking,asthey thought hee would : but, 
asif Godhadappointed allchis.to credit and renowne him, 
that which was noifed here coiaterrupe his dcdtrine, hee 
taketh for an occaſi>n totcach anoth-'r D.1Rrine, that there 
is another-coniunHion herveene Chriſt and the Faithfull, 
then betweene the Mother and che Sunne, which are one 
flath, Therefore whea they ſaic,thy Afother and Brethren are 
come to ipeakewith chee, he pointeth eo his hearers, and 
ſaith. Theſe aremy COMother and Brethren, which beare the word 
of God anddo+ it : asit he ſhould ſay, I haue amotherindeed 
which brought me forch, buc inrceip-& ofthem which heare: 
theword of Go1,and doeit Ahe islike a Step-mouther,and theſe 
arelike anaturall Mother. | 

With his wiſe anſwere , hee quieted the Auditors, and 
madethem hearehim betterthenchey did betore, For now 
they thought with thimſclues, what man is this , which Jo+ 
vethvs more then his Mother? his Mother called him, and 
yet hee wouldnoegoefromvys;his brethren {tay for him,and' . 
hee makerh 28 if he did not know them, bur faith, bor; my 
CMorher f Woe are my Brethren ? 

Thus Chr:{t Rood vp, as itwere, in an indignation a- 
gainſtSathan,and(aid: Sathan, this Sermon was not begun 
for thee, neither ſhallic ende for thee : chis worke was not 
donefor my Morher, neither ſhall ie bee left for my Mo- 
ther, T'wus hee caught the Divell-with his owne bait, and 
' made his p-ople more Joving and attentive towards a 

S F 
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by thatwhich Sathanthougheto diſgrace him. He was ſoar» 
med with theSpirit, that let the Diuell tempthim, orthe 
womantempt hiin,or Princes rempt him, all is one. 

Here arecwodoubes, the firſt is the difference betweene 
the Euangeliſts :for © Matthew faith, that one brought this 
mellage z HMarke and Luke attribute it to moe : both may 

Rand, for the word which his Mother gave of calling him 

forth, wasreceiued of :hereſt, and ſo palled amongſt many, 
till it cameco Chriſt, fo thut one may bee ſaid to bring this 
meſſage, becauſe one noiſed it fir ll;and many may beſaidto 
bring this metT-2e, becauſe many noiſedit after. 

The ſecond doubr-ts , becauſe Chriſt had no Brethren, 
how they faid, Thy Brethren won'd ſpeaks with thee. You 
mult ynderſtand, that chey which are here called Chriſts 
Brethren, were his Colins by the Mothers ſide : that is,her 
Silters children, for there werethree Iſaries,and theſe three 
wereſilters, Aariethe Virgin, Aariethe mother of Tamer, 
and Mare the Daughter of Clrophar, whole Sonnes theſe 
were : theirnames wete [ames, Toſeph, Indas, and Simon : 
andthey arecalled the Lords Brethren, becauſe they were 
Kinne vnto him. Thereforenote,thatin holy Scripture,thcre 
be foureſortsof Brethren : Brechren by Nacure,ſo E/a» and 
Taceb arecalled Brethren, becauſe they had one Father,and 
one Mother : Brethren by Nation, fo all the lewes are cal- 
led Brethren,becauſe they were of one Countrey : Brethren 
by Conſanguinitie , ſo all arecalled Brethren which are of 


Mat 12, 35 
Mark 3.34 
Luke 8,20 


Genc27, 36 


Deut.15,13 


oneFamilie,andſe 4Abrahawcalled Let his brother,and $a. ©0-1 3.8 


rah his Siſter, becauſe they were of one Line : Brethren by 
profeſsion,ſoall Chriflians arecalled brerhren,becaulc they 
are of one Religion. Theſeare brethren of the third order, 
= is, of Copſanguinitie, becauſe they were of one Fa- 
milie. 

Now, when his Mother, and his Brethren, werecome to 
ſee him,itis (aid,thar they could not come neerc him for che 
preaſe. Here were Auditors enow, Chrilt ſo flowed now 
with Diſciples that his Mother could have noroome to hear 
him ; butafter a whileit was lowe water againe, When the 

B + Shep- 
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V 21.2t, 3Shepheardwas ſtriken, the ſheepe wereſcattered, when hee 
preached in the ſtreets, and to Temples, andthe fickis, then 
many flocked after him : but when hee preached vpon che 
Crolle, then theyleft him which ſaid chey wou'ld neuerfor- 
ſake him: thenthere wasa great preaſe tolee him die,asthere- 
was here, to heare himpreach And many of theſe which. 
Mat.27 feemedlijke brethren andliſters,were his betraiers, and accu+ 
ſers,andperſecuters:lv inconſtant we are in ous zeale, more 
then in any thiogelſe, Thus much oftheircommingand cal- 
lingto Chriſt: now, tothe doarine which liethin it. 
Here bee two ſpeakers, one ſaith, Thy Adotber, and thy- 
Bretheren are come to[peake vnts thee : The other ſaith, Theſe 
are my Mother and Brethern , which he.are the word of God, 
ard doe it, The ſcope of the Euangelilk is this : Firſt, chat. 
Chriſt would not hinder his dotrine, for Mother , or Bre- 
thren, or any kinſman : Then, to ſhewthatthereis anearer 
coniunAion betweeve Chriſt and the Paichfull,then the Mo- 
__ ther and the Sonne, The firſt is written for our comfort. 
__ Touching the firlt, heewhich teacheth yvsro honour our Fa- 
#4" therand Mother, darhnotteach hereto contemne Father 
and Mother, becauſe hee(peakes of another Mother, foritie. 
ſaid, that bee was obedient to his Parents, This heeſhewerh, 
when being found in the Temple among the. Dotors ; 
heeleft all, ro goe with his Mocher, becauſe ſhe ſoughthim, 
ſo hee honoured her, that he left all for hes, This he ſhewed - 
againe at his death, being vponthe Crollq, hee was not vn- 
lobn 19:26 mindfull of her-: for pointing vnto ./obx, hee (aid, He- 
ther, bchould thy Soxne : and pointing vnto her, he ſaid ; Be- 
holdthy c Mother : (23 hee commended herto hiz beloued ; 
Diſciple before he died. Therefore, this is not a dotrine of: 
diſobedience, but a rule how to obey, As hee taught his. 
Diſciples, to giue vnto (ſar, that which i Ceſars, and to. 
Mat 22,21 Ged, that which is Ges : {o hee teacheth vs here, ta give 
Luk 20,25 ynto Parents, thatwhich is Parents, and to the Lord, chat 
Mathis, whichis the Lords, When God ſaid Honenr thy Father and 
Kzod.zo thy I7otherghee did not giue a commandement againlt him- 
ſelfe; and therefore he (auth Hynenr me, before he (aith, Ho- 
none 
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nowr them, The firſt commnndementis, Howevy God : the 

fift commandement is, Honour thy Parent: leſt you ſhould 

hanour your Parents before God : When Salomon bade his 2 Reg.:,10 
Mother aske him anything, hee ſignified that the Mother 

ſhould bee obeyed in manythings:-but when hee denied his 

Mother that onething which ſhe asked , he ſheweththat the 

Mother ſhould not bee obeyed in all things. When Chriſt Mar: 3,9 
ſaid : Tow have but one Father and (Maſter , heeſpeakes of 

Faith and Religion, ſhewing that when it concerneth ous 

Faith and Religion, wee ſhould reſpeRt but one Father and 

one Maiſter, which isthe giuer of our Faith, and the Maſter 

of ourReligion, 

When Pan! (aid, (bildren, obey your Parents in the Lord, pm | 
hee meanes not, that we ſhould ubey them againſtthe Lord, > 157 
Ag when hee ſaith, Obey Princes for conſcience ſake, hee mea- 
neth nor, that wee ſhould obey them againſt conſcience. 
Therefere, when itecommethtothis, thatthe earthly Father 
commandeth one thing, &thatthe heauenly Father com- 


mandeth another thing : then, as Peter anſwered the Ru- Act4,19, 


lers, ſo mayeſt thou anſwere thy Parents, Whether 5s it meet 
to obey God or you ? Then thele are the hands which thou 
mult cutoff, then theſe are the eyes which thou mult pull 
out, or elſe they ſhould be as much vato thee, as thy hand 
or thine eye. 

In Matthew 19. A man muſt forfake his Father and his 
Mother, to dwell with his wife. In L»ke the 16, Hee mult 
forſake Father and Mother, and Wife, to dwell-with Chiſt : 
for, He which forſaketh Father or Mother for me ſhallreceiue 1,11 14.46; 
wore, (aithour Sauiour, Nay, Hee which doth not bate Father 
#r Mother, or Wife for me, cannot beemy Diſciple, Shewing 
that our louetowards God ſhould bee ſogreat, that in re- 
ſpect of it, our loue toward men ſhould be but hatred. Thus 
hewhich obeyed his Parents more then wee, yet would hauc 
ſomerule,ſomeſentence, ſome examplein Scripture, of not - 
obcyingthem too, becauſe it is ſuch a hard point, to know 
how farre they aretobe obeycd, which are ſctin authoricie 
cucr va, 

Az; 
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Mat.16,23 
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Asnone but Godſpeakes alwaies right, ſo nonebut Gol 
mult alwaies be obeyed : wee arenot called only ihe Sonnes 
of men, but we are called che ſonnes of God, ThereforeasChrilt 
anſwered his Mother , when ſhee would haue him turnewas 
ter into wine, Woman what hawe ] to doe with thee ? lo wee 
ſhould anſwere Father and Mother,and Brethren and Siſters, 
and Rulers and Maſters, and Wife too, when they will vs to 
doethat which is not meet, #/bat have / to doe with you? For 
to [eauc doing good, and doc cuill, were not toturne water 
into wine, buttoturne wine intowater.Perer was not Satan; 
butwhen hee tempted Chrilt like Satan, Chriſt anſwered 
him ashe anſwered Satan,( ome bebinde me Satan : ſhewing 
that we ſhould giue no more attention vnto Facher, or Mvu- 


ther, or Maſter, or Wife, when they temptvs toewll,then we 


would giue vnto Satan,if heſhould temprvs himlcite. 

' Threethings Childrenreceiue oftheir Parents, Life, Main- 
tenance, and Inſtruction, For theſe three, they owe other 
three: for life, they owe loue zfor maintenance, they owe 0+ 
bedience;for inſtruction, they owe reverence, For life,they 
mult be loued as Fathers ;for maintenance, they mult bee 0- 
beyedas Maſters,for inſtruftion they mult be reverenced as 
Tutors, But, as there isa King of Kings, which mult bee 0- 
beyedaboue Kings. ſothere is a Father of Fathers, which 
mult be obeyed aboue Fathers:thgrfore ſomcimes you mult 
anſwer likethe ſonne, when hee was bid ro goeinto his Fa- 
thers Vineyard, 7 will goe 2 and ſometime you mult anſwer as 
Chrilt anſwered, 7 mwit goe about my Father; buſineſſe. 

_ When two milch Kine. did carrie the Arke of the Lord co 
Bethſbemeſ1,their Cajues were ſhutyp at home z becauſe the 
Kine ſhould not Rtay,when they heardtheir Calues cric after 
them: ſo, whenthou goeſt aboutthel ords bulincile. thou 
ſhalc hearacrieof thy Father,and thy Mother,andthy Bre- 
thren,andehy Siſters, and thy Kindred,to lay iheegburt then 
thou muſt thinke of another Father, as Chriſt choughe cf 
another Mother : andſo as thoſe Kine went ontill the Lord 


' broughethem wherethe Arkeſhouldreſt, ſorhou ſhalijgoe 
- on, tillthe Lord bring thee where thou ſhalereft, Iris better 


co 


The Aſffinitie of the Faithfull, 27 


to flie from our friends, as 45rahan did, thento ſtay with Gen.1 1,4 


fomefriends, as Sempſon did with Dati/a. 
I mayf(ay,bewareof Kinſmen, as well as our Saviour ſaid 


beware of men, For this reſpect of couſenage made Ei his x Sams 


Sonn«s Pri- (t-: ard chis reſpect of couſenage hath made ma- 
ny like Pei-ſt-10 England ; Tms reſp: of couſenage hath 


made S4m-/; Sonnes [udges, and this relpeR of coulenage 1Sam.8,: 


hath made many like Iudges in England : this reſpeRt of 


couſenage brought Tobar into the Leuites Chamber - and NO | 


this reſpeRt of couſenage hath brought many Gentlemen in- 
ro Preachers livings, which will not out againe, As Chriſt 
preferred his(pirnual| Kinſmen, fo wee preferre ourearthly 
Kioſmen, Many privileges, many offices, and many bene« 
fices, have {toopedto this voice zthy Morher calleth thee,or 
thy Kinſemwen would haue thee, As thisvoice cametoChrilt, 
while hee was [abouring, ſo many ſuch yoices come to ve 
while weeare labouring, Onelaith, Pleaſure yyould (peake 
with you :zanotherſaith,; Profit would ſpeake with you : an- 
otherfaith, Ezſcvvould (peake with you 2 anotherfaith, a 
Deanrie would ſpeake with you : another ſaith, a Biſhop- 
prick would (peake with you : another ſaith, che Court 
vvouldipeake vvith you, - 

When a man is in agoodvvay,and Gudieth the Scripture 
to hee a teacher of the Church,avoice commeth to higcare, - 
as thiscame to Chrilts, and(arth : Thy friends would haue 
thee (tudicthe Law, for by Divinitie-chou ſhalt attayne to - 
nopreferment, andthine owne flock will vexethee, or the . 
Biſhop vvill top chy mouth. Thiswinde ſometime turneth 


Tona: ig lailes from Ninwe co Tarſoiſs, and makes him burie 1gq,y 5 [I 


his talene, - 

It he be a Divine alreadie & preach kis conſcience,a voice 
commethvnto him againe,asthisdidto Chriſt, & faith, thy 
friends would have theeto be quiet, or, there be Spics which 
dae note vyhat thou ſailt,or,therebe fellowes that lic in wait . 
for thy lung : ſo ſometimes with-alitele intreatie, he begin- 
neth to draw vphis hand, andlay his finger vpon his mouths .. 
and preach peace, when he is (car yyich warre, Thus wee are . 
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cumbredwith our Maſter, before our Sexmons, and in our 
Scrmons, andafterour Sermons z evenof them ſometime, 
which ſhould incourage vs:and therefore as Chriſt ſaith, 3- 
were of man, (olayl, Bewareof kinlmen, 4 

So foone as the children bee borne, their Parents bring 
them tothe Temple, andbaptizethem, and offer them to 
God, but ſo ſoone asthey beeabletoſerue him, they cempe 
them away from him, co Law, or Phyſick,or Merchandiſe, 
or Husbandrie, and had ratherthey ſhould beof any Tribe, 
then of che Tribe of Lew;,which ſerueth incheTemple, Hee 
which will bec hindred, ſhall have blocks enow. : butwee 
muſt [carne to leape ouerall, as Chrilt leaped ouer this, If 
wee ſhould/ceave Fathey and Mother, and Wife, aud ( bildren, 
for (\brift,much letſe ſhould weecarefor labour, or loſe, or 


ſhame,ortrouble, or diſpleaſure, for wee ſhouldaduenture 
theſe forour friends. Thus much of his naturall Kindred : 


now of his ſpiritual] Kindred. 
Here is another Genealogie of Chriſt, which Jahew 
hd Lukg neuer ſpake of. As Chriſt ſaiths 7 bawe avotber 


bread which you know wot : ſo hee ſaith : have other Kinſmen 


which you know not, 

Saint Zeb» writing to a Ladie which brought vp her chil- 
dreninthe feare of Godzcalleth herthe cle Ladie,ſhewing 
that thechicfeſt honour of Ladies and Lords,and Princes,is 
to bee elet of God, $ Lake [peaking of certaine Beraany, 
whichreceiuedthe wordof God with loue,calles them more 
noble menthen the reft : ſhowing, that God counteth none - 
Noble, but ſuch as are of a noble Spirit, As /-bv calleth 
noneeleR;, but the vertuous, and Zeke callcth none Noble, 
butthereligious : ſo Chriſl callethnonehis K:#ſmen,but the 
righteous: andof thoſe onely heſaith, Theſe aremy Mother, 
and my Brethren, which heare theword of God,and doe vi, 

As Abrahams children are not counted after the fleſh, 
butafterthe Spirit: So Chriſls kindred arenot counted after 
the-fleſh, bur after the ſpirit ; for the fleſh was not made 
after the Image of God, but _—_— :therefore,God isnot 
called che Father of bodics,but the Father of ſpirits. _ 
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God which isa Spirit, preferreth them that are kinneto him 

in the Spirit, Therefore Eſax wasnot bleiled, becauſe hee 

was of IſaackiAcſh, but Tarcb was bleiſed, becauſe hee was G3l-4,23 
of Iſaacks ſpirie, As wee loueinthe fl:(h, fo Chriſt loucthin *? 
theſpiritztherefore hee calicth none his kinſwen, butthem 

which beare the word of God and doe it, 

It ſeemeth that Pax! thought of this ſaying, when as hee Gat 
faid, TI (Chriſt be formed in you: If Chriſt beetormedin vs as ** 
Paw! (aith, then wee are Chrilts mother teucry one which will 
have Chriſt bis ſauiour, muſt be Chriſts mother. The Virgin 
askedthe Angell, how ſhee could beare Chriſt, ſeemg ſhee had Luk 1,14 
not knowne 4141.80 you may ask how you can beare Chriſt 
ſccing heis borne alrcady. 

Aazthere isa ſecond comming of Chriſt, ſothere is a {c- 
cond birth of Chriſt. When wee are borne againe, then 
Chriſt is borne againe: the Virgine was his Mother by the £4 
fleſh , and the faithfull are his Mother bythe Spirit : The © 
holie Ghoſt conceived him in her,the holie Ghoſt doth con- 
cciue him in them : hee was in her wombe, and hee is in their 
hearts : ſhee did beare him, and they doc beare him ; ſhee 
did nurſe him,andthey doe nurſe him, This is the ſecond - 
birth of Chrift, As the ſoule of man may bee called, The 
Temple of the holie Ghoſt, which isthe third perſon; ſoit may 2 Cor-3, 16 *» 
bee called the wombe of the Sonne, which is the [ccond 
perſon. ; | 
Before theſewordsitis ſaid that Chrift asked, Yo are - 
my brethren?asif he fhould ſay, you think that T am affeRed 
tomy kinſmenas you are. Bur I tcll you that I count them 
my kigſemen, which hrare the word of God and doeit, Toſhew 
that Chriſt loueth vs with an cuerlaſting loue : he ſheweth 
that hee doth not loueys for any temporal] things,butfor 
thatwhich endureth for cuer, 


Mart.zy 
Luke az ; 


If Chriſt loved vs as //aack loued Eſan, for veniſon, then Gen,:5, 28 » | 


wee might miſe the bleſsing as Eſas did. But as /ob= ſaith, 
Hee loneth inthe truth; (o Chriſt oueth inthetruth. To loue 
in the cruth, is the true loue : Euery loue butthis, at one 


time or other, hath turned into hatred, but the true loue . 
QUCTe 
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———_— hatred, as the truth ouercommeth falſe» 
oode, 

Now for ehisloue, Chriſt, calles them by all the names cf 
love z his Father,and his Bretheren,agd his Sifters.In Row.6., 
they arecalled b:s S:r»#ants zif that benot enough, in [obu 
the fifteenth, they arccall'd his friendszif that be noe enough, 
in Luke the foure & twentieth,they are called hr brethereu: 
If that benot enough,in 2ſarke the frit,they are called his 
children: if that bee not enough, herethey be called bis Mo- 
ther: Tf that bee notenough, in {arriclerthe firſt, they are 
called his Spouſe : to ſhew that he loueth them withal loues, 
the Mothers loue, the Brothers loue, the Sifters loue, the 
Maſters [oue, the Fricndsloue, 

If alltheſe louescould bee pur together, yet Chriltsloue 
exceedeth them allzand the Mother, and the brother, and 
the liſter,and the child,and the kinſ{yan,and the friend,and 
the ſeruant, would notdoeand ſuffer ſo much amongthem 
all, asChriſt hath done, and ſuffered forvs alone : ſuch a 
love wee kindlein Chriſt, when we beare biz word, and doc it, 
that wee are as deere vnto him, as all his kindred roge« 
ther. ny 

Now aswe are his Mother, ſo ſhou!d wee carry him in our 
harts, as his motherdidin herarmes, Agweare his brethren, 
ſo weſhould preferre him,as /oſeph did Beniamin. Auweare 


Gen. 43:43 his Spouſe, ſo we ſhould embrace him as //aach did Rebyc- 


ca, if thoubea kin{man,doe like a kinſman. 

Now wee come to the-markesof theſe kinſmen, which 
I maycal{the armes of his houſe : AsChrilt ſaith, By this alt 
men ſhall knowe my Diſciples, if they lone one another: ſo hee 
faith,by chis ſhal all men know my kinſmenyf ebey heare the 
wordof God, and doeit, 

As there isa kindred by the Fathers (ide, anda kindred 
by the Mothers ſide, ſothere isa kindred of hearcrs, and a 
kindredof doers, In Mathew it is ſaid, Hee which beareth 
thewill of my Father, anddothit : hereitis ſaid 3 Hee which 
heareth the wordof God, anddoth it: bothare one: For his 
wordishis will, and therforejg 48 called his will, P/a/.11 9: 

8 


-_ 


The Affunity of the faithfull. \ 31 

Agheſpake there of doing, ſo hee ſpeakes here of acer- 
tainerule,which he calleth /he word of God,whereby all mens 
workes mult be {quared: for it I doeall theworkesthatl can 
toſatisfie anotherswill, or mige ownewill, it auaileth mee 
nothing with God, becauſe doe itnot for God; Therefore 
he which alwaies before followed hisowne will., when hee 
wasſtricken downe, and began to repent Þimlelfe, hee pre- 
ſenely cried out, Lordqwhat wilt thou | me todoe? Agif hee 
ſhould ſay, I will doe no more as men would haue me, or ag 
the Diuel| would haue mee, or according as the fleſh would 
haue me, butas thou wouldeſt-haue me. So Danid praied, 
Teach me( O Lord) todoe thy will, not mywill : for hee need 
not tobetaughttodo hisownewill,no more then a Cuckoo 
rolingcuckoo, herowne name, Euery man can goc to hell 
without a guide, 


Heereis therule now, if youliue by it, then you are kinne. 


to Chriſt ; as other kindreds goe by birth and marriage, (0 
this kindred goeth by faith and obedience, Hearers are but 
halfe kinne, as it were in a farre degree , but they which heare 
and doe, are called his mother, which is theneereſt kindred 
of all. Therefore if you hauethedeede, then are you kinne 
iadcedzthereis nopromile made to hearers, nor to ſpea« 
kers,nor readers: butall promiſes are made to belecuers,or 
to doers, | 

If you aske God,who ſhall dwell in thy holy mountaine, 


Atts9 


hee ſaith, The men which walketh uprightly : heere are none Plal. 15,22 


but doers. If you aske Chrilt, who ſhall enter into the 


kingdomeof heaven, hecfaith , Not they which cry Lora, Mat.7,23. 


Lord(thoughthey cry twice Lord) $ut-they which doe the 
willof my Father ; hecre are none but duess, If you aske 
him againe, how you may come to Heauen ? hee faith, 
K-epe rhe (ommandements : heere are none but doess : If 


you aske him againe :; who are bletTed ? heefaith , B/-ed Luk.13 


are they tht heave the word of God, andA4o* it ; heerearenone 
but doers, If you ake an Angeil, who are blefled 2 hee 


faith , Bl:{{ed are they which keepe the wor1s of this Baoke : Reel 2227 


hecre are none but doers. If you. .azks Danuid, who 
are. 
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are ble(Ted ? hee ſaith. The man is bleſſed which keepeth righte- 
Pla.r06.z1 ouſneſſe; heereare none but doers. It you aske Sa/omen, who 
are blctled ?he ſaith, The man is bleſſed which keepeth the law: 
hereare none but doers, If you aske E/ay, whoare bleſſed ? 
_ 4 he ſaith, He which doth this iFblefſed; heereare none but do» 
Math.y. 2z &r8. If youaske James, whoarebletſed 3 hee faith, Thedoer 
Rom.:.1z of the wordis bl-ſſedm bis deed; herearc none but doers. The 
bleſsing and doing runnecogether. 
Leſt any man ſhouldlooketo bee bletſed without obedi- 
ence, Chrilt calleth Louethe greateſt commandement: but 
Salomon calleth Obedience, the end of all : as though with« 
out Obedience, all were conocnd. 
When CMichab had gota Leuite into his houſe, Now 
Iudg.17.8 ( ſaith he ) / knowe the Lord will be good unto mee, ſeeing I bane 
a Lenite tu my bouſe : So, manie thinke, when they haue got- 
| ten a Preacher into their Pariſh : Now the Lord will bee 
£4 goodvnto vs,now Chrilt willlouevs,now we are good ſons, 
ſeeing wee maintaine a Preacheramongſt vs. But Michah 
wasnotblefledfora Leuite, nor you for a Preacher : but as 
you would haue vs todoe as weteach, ſo God would haue 
you doe as you heare:for you ſhal be nu more ſaued for hea- 
ring, then weare for ſpeaking. 
When God createdthetree, hee commanded itto bring 
Gel: forth fruite : (o, when hee createth faith,he commandeth 
itto bring forth works,and thereforeitis calledaliuely faith, 
When our Sauiour would prooue himſclfe to /obn to bee the 
true Meſsias indeed, heeſaid to his Diſciples, Tell [obn what 
Math-14. 4 ;hings you bane beard and ſeene: not onely heard, but ſeene: 
So,ifwe will prooucour ſeluesto be Chriſtskinſmen indeed, 
Luke 7.22 \c muſtworkethat which may bee ſcene as well as heard, 
[ohn was not onely called, the voice of @ crier, but a burning 
Lampe, whichmightbee (ſcene; (o all which are crying voi- 
ces, mult beeburning Lampes. 
Jam.1.10 [ames doth notſay, Let me heare thy faith, but, Lee me ſee 
thy faith, Asthe Angells put onthe ſhape of men, that A- 
Gen.18.8 braham might ſee them: ſo faith muſt put on works,that che 
lohn 5416 world may (ceit, The works which I doe ((aith Chriſt ) beare 
, witneſſe 


Matth.; 3 


\ 


The Affexitie of the faithful. 33 
witnes of me : (othe worke which wee doe, ſhould bearewit- 
nesof vs, Therefore Chrilt linketh faith andrepentance to- 
gether : Repent and belcewe the Goſpell,Adark, t.1 5. Therefore 
[ conclude, That which ( hrift hathgoyned let no man ſeparate, 
Marke 10. 9. 

Thus I haue ſhewed you Chriſts preaching, a great preaſe 
hearing, his friends and his kinſmen interrupting, and Chriſt 
againe withſtanding the interruptiot:2 by this you may lee, 
what a ſpiteche diaell hath to hinder one ſermon: therefore 
no maruel{though he cauſe ſo many ro be purtofilence: no 
marueli-chough hee ſtand ſo-againſt a lxarned Miniſtery : no 
maruel{ though he raiſe vpſuch flaundersvpon Preachers : 
no maruell though hce write ſo many bookes againſt che 
Chrittiangouernementin the Church:no maruell,thoughhe 
makefo many non-refidents: no marue{Ithough heordaine 
ſo many dumbe Prieſtes : for theſe make him the God of 
chis world. The diuell 1s afraidethat one Sermon will conuere 
vs,and we arenot moued withtwentie: ſothe divelithinketh 
better of vathen weare. 

Againe by this you may learne how to withfland temp. 
tations : wherher it bee thy father which cemprerh, or thy 
mother which cempteth, or ehy brother whichtempeeth, or 
thy lifter which cempteth, orthy kinſman whiehrempeeth, 
or ruler which cempceth, or Maiſter which cempteth, or 
wife whichrempterh, As Chriſt would not know his mother 
againſt his father: ſo chou ſhouldeſt not know any fatheror 
mother , or brother, or lifter, or friend, or kin{man, or mai- 
{ler, or chile, or wife againſt God. 

If the mothers ſuit may be refuſed ſornetime, a Noble- 
mans Letccr may be refuſed too ; hee that can turne his 
hinderancetoa furtherance asour Saujour did heere, maketh 
vie of cuery thing. Againe, by this you may learne, how 
to chuſe your friends, As Chriſt counted none his kinſe+ 
men, but (uch as heare the wordof G O D, ard doe it : (0 
wee ſhould make none our familiars, but ſuch as Chriſt 
counteth his kinſemen. Againe, you may ſee the difference 
berweene Chriſt and the world : Chriſt callerh the godly, 

| C : his 


Tobn $. 44 


x.Sam. 18.13 


Heb, 11.19 
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his kin{men, be they neuer ſo poore, and we ſcornetocall 
the poore ourkin{men, be they neuer ſo honeſt , ſoproude 
is the ſeruant aboue his Maiſter. Againe by this you (ce 
how Chriſt is co-be loued ; for when hecalleth vs his Mo- 
ther , he ſhewes vsthe way to loue him as a mather; forir« 


_ deede heigcthe motherof hismicther, and his brethren too, 


Againe, by this , all vaunting and boaſting of kindredis cut 
off. Glory not, inthatthou haſt a Gentleman torhy Fathers 
glory.nor, thatthou hall a Knighttothy brother ; but glory, 
thouthou haſt the Lord tochy brother, Hee which called 4- 
braham his father, fried in heil , becauſe God was not his fa- 
ther. If {ary might not be proude of fuch aſonne as Chrilt, 
much letſe may you bragge of any friend, or (onne that you 


Againe, by this ye may knowe, whether.,you be kinneto 
Chrilt : asthoſe Prieſts were ſhutoutof che Temple which 
cou!dnot count their genealogiefrom e Aaron, 2 they (hall 
be ſhutte our of heauen , that cannot reckon their pedigree 
fromChriſt. Heere arethe Armes now, whereby you may 
ſhew, ofwhat houſe you come. //you heare the wordof God, 
«nd deeitzthen Chriſt faithvnto you, as heelaid vnto them: 
Theſe aremy Mother , and my Brethren , and my Sſters: You 
womenarehis Sfer;, and youmen, are his Brethren, If you 
be Chriſts Brer4rex, then are you Gods ſores: and it you 


| be Gods ſonner, thenare you his hcires , for all Gods ſonnes 


are calledheir:s, Rom. 5.8. 

Laſtly, by this you may knowe the diuels kinſmen: and 
therefore Chriltlaith , Tow are of your father the dine!l, Shew- 
ingthatthediuciland the wickedare as neere kin, as Chriſt 
andthcfaichfull. 

Now as Dazidſaith, Seemeth it a light thing unto you robe 
the ſonne of a king , (ecing I am a poore man ard of ſmall reputa- 
tron ? Somay Iay, ſeemethicalightthing to you, cobethe 
ſonnes. of the King of Kings, ſecing you are poore men, 
and of (mall reputation? Itis counted a great honourto A- 
brabam , Iſaac , and Taceb, that God was not aſhamedtobe 
calledthgir God ; Whatan honour then is this , that God is 

not 
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not aſhamed to be called our Father? nay our Brother? . 

If che I(raclites had ſuch care to match vvith the ſeruants 
of God, whac a bleſſing is this to marry with the Sonneof 
God? Thereforcif any affeQtrich kinſemen or great marria- 
ges ; here isa greater then Sa/omon , marry thou him. This 
kinſeman of ours is now gone vp into heauen, thatwee may 
haveafriend inthecourr, 

[oſeph deſired the butler to remember him , ywhen hee 
ſtoode before Phararh, and hecforgat him though hee had G*-20.14 

ſeaſured him. But a theefe deſired Chriſt to remember ©*"-4%: 14 
im, when he came into his kingdome,and hereceiued him into Loket3.42 
paradiſe che ſame day, though hee had alwaies offended; : 
eo ſhew chatthough we haue beene as badas theeues, yetwee 
may haue hope in Chriſt. Therefore, now I may conclude, 
you haue heard the word: if yougoe away and docit, then 
you arethe Mother , Brethren, and Siſters of this heauenly 
King: towhom with the Father, andthe holy Spi- 
rit,be all praiſe, maicſtic, anddominion, 
now and cuermore, 

eAmen. 
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- TheDeclarationof Hz nay $1 r n,tothe Lords, 
Iudges, how he found, and how hee | 

left Robert Dickons. 


q When came firſtto Mansfield with your Honours precepts , I found 
is Robert Dichgas in theſe and the like opinions, which he preſumed 
e would bold voto death, 

E ſaid,that he had ſerne three viſions of an Angell, which 
eved bim ſtrange things, promiſedbim rare gifts , and 

power to Came, 
He ſaidthatthe Angell called bim Elias , whereupon he affir- 
wedrhbas thepropheſie of Malachie remaineth to be fulfilled in 

him 


He [aid that the Angel tolde ham, that he ſpouldbe a Leper two 
— us years, = 

He anonched that bis father ſhould be caſt oner into ignorance, 
and that all that he hadſhouldperiſh. , 

He aueoucbed,, that there ſhowld be neither battell, nor dearth 
in hu countrey for eight years, which & the time of his [ermice, 

Hee pretended, that after twa years, his time ſhould come to 
preach, andthat then no men ſhouldbe able to confound hn. 

But before I left him ( as the wordof Grd doth alwaies exerciſe 
his naturall power) he pronounced before vs all, Now I am con- 
wertedhy Seriprure, whereupon he requeſted me to ſet down his 
recantation,which hevtteredin theſe words, 


The Confeſſion of Ryberr Dickons vpon the firſt 
daies Examination, N 

Did beleene my viſions to be true before I beard the Scriptures 
proue the contrarie , and now I efteem them but as deluſions of 
Sathan, Therefore I deſire to be ſet to learning, for my owne ſal- 
nation , and for the edifying of my brethren, Witnelles Wil. 
Dabridgecourt Eſquire, Henry Smith, Edw. Imming, Will. 

Whalcy, Hugh Peace his maiſter : and a number more. 
Robert Dickons, 


Thi ( Trruſt) heſpake vnfainedly: And for ſo much a; his de- 
fre to wa ik commendable , andhis gifts = _ —_ of 


bs 
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hit degree, 4« your wiſcdome ſnallbetter ſer if you talks with bin 4- 

lone,l leaue this motion to you Honours good conſideration, which 
an beſt jndge how to quench,or bow to kindle ſuch ſparks. - 
he lofl Sheepe is found. Henry Smith, - -- © 


© Rob. Dickons confeſſion ypon my ſecond Examinatiun: 
wherein hee declareth , that hee had no vilionsatall , but 
that he coyned them,and towhatend. 
The matter of the firſt Viſion, 
| ſee vpon Valentines day was eight yeeres, gy leaner, 
which was ſtrange in winter , for which cauſe 1 broughte them 
home, andthe leanes of the ſame Ohe in ſummer became red, it 
chanced at the ſame time, to thunder and lighten : after this I was 
viſited a5 pleaſed God for twojeares, 
The matter of the ſecond Viſion, 
Ounre yeeres after, 1 dreamed muth like ro the matter of the 
firſt V:iſion,andihe ſame night it chauncedtolighten,(Tet of this 
I rake Godtobee my Iudge I found a leafe Printed in my chamber 
the next morningvith thoſe ſive ſentences, ſawing onely the firſt line, 
which leafe, wnleſſe it waAloit out of my fellowes bookes,] know not 
how it came, 
, Thematter of thethird Viſion, 
22 time tweluemoneth, I ſaw light in the ſhopalonegwheras I 
was aſt eniſpea:& imagining with my ſelft what it Bould mean, 
it came into my head totell my fellower which came in and found me 
afraide,that I had ſaene an Angell in a flame of firegwbich called me 
.Flias, 41d bad me write all that 1 bad ſcene andheard: heereupon [ 
$, emembring my former ſightes, anddreame, thought to make mee 
ſtrange vntomen,and ſo turnedall that which I had ſcene as if God 
. had ſhewedme Offrons. Here is all the matter and ſunme of my ſup- 
Poſed wiſions, Torbis Confeſrion I takg God for my Indpe, as 1 ſhall 
be ſaned inthe later day 4 but to the other I noner ſwore, thuogh 1 
weere newer ſo often examined, 
. Robert Dickone, 
Vpan this hee yeelded vp all his Bookes into my handes, 
whichTIhaue, and keepe, and now he hath nothing to ſhew 
forthatfalletitle, Henry Smith, 
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1. Tohn.4.T: 
Prome the ſpirits,whether ther are of God,or no. 


R343-Þ Either too buld,nortoo incredulous, As /ohn ſent 
UNJS4tto Chriſt, Arr chow be that cometh,or look we for ano- 
WE Nj ther ? So ſend Fvnto him which calleth himſelfe 
ji ; £ MElas ,Artthon he which was prophecied , or is he 
— "comecalready ?But wil Elias anſwere as wel for him 
felfe, as Chriſt proued his authority to /ohn, Go yout way and 
bring wordagaineto /ohr what things ye haueſcene&heard, 


-how that theblind ſee againe, the lame goe, the Lepersareclen- 


ſed,the deafeheare,the dead riſe,the poorereceiue my Golpell? 
Theſe tokens the- Lord vſed for anſwer, becauſe he would 
not that men fhould indanger their ſaluation, to belecue c- 
yery man that calleth himſcifeChrift , orE/:45, ora pn 
vnletſe he bring the teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt in fuines 
of power : therefore he-requireth himſelfe, If 1 doe not the 
worksthatno man doth; beleeueme not, Therefore he faith 
againe y\ The workes thatI doe, bearewitnes of me, thatthe 
Fatherhath ſent mee : therefore it is written, All that heard 
him, were aftonied at his vnderſtanding and anſwers : there- 
fore the ſeruants-came backe : andcould not bring him}, but 
toide the Phariſes how-their hearts were ſtricken, Nv man 
ever {pake as this man ſpzaketh. Therefore it is written of | 
Srephen, They could not reſift his wiſdome, and the ſpirice 

by whith he{pake: therefore the diſciples would not receiue 

Par! before Barnabas gave witneiſe of him : therefore all the 

Prophets prophelied of Chriſts comming, that when hee 
cams 


"Don. 


, din 
_ 
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camewee ſhould knowe him, andreceiue our ſaluation : ther- 
fore Chriſt hathforetold vs all thetokens of his ſecondcom- 
ming, andall the ſignes which ſhall goe beforehis day of iudg- 
ment: andashe hadleftnothing our, hee faith in a full con-'2car.13.23 
cluſion, Take heede, let no man deceiue you, I have ſhewed 
you allthings before. But vvhat hath E/ias done? or what 
hath E/ias ſpoken? oryyhocannotdiſputevvith £/1as? or who 
giueth yvienes of £445? or vvho hath prophelied of Elias? or 
vyho hath received Ela? or who hath ſaid, of a trueth this 
is the prophet? O how neceſſarie had it beene that Chriſt a- 19» 7.49 
mong(t all other tokens of his comming, ſhould eſpecially 
hauenoted vntovs that E/ias that great Prophet, that cryer, 
thattrumpet, that deſtroyer, that Noah, that Lorz that ſoul- 
diour of the Lord, that onne ofrighteouſnes,that manwhich 
no man ſhall accule of ſinne, if there had beene any fuch ro 
come? ſure wee would haue reſpeRted more that figne, then 
all thereft. But ſoit is, that Chrilt hath forewarned vs of ma- 
ny falſe Prophets, but of any oae ſingular Prophet of God, ##7-13-6 
hee hath notin all his tokens once remembred, Alas Elias, 
vyhere walt thouthatthe Lord did ſo forget thee? hath the 
Lord reucaled alltokensvmto vs, and yet vvilt thoubecito- 
| ken aboue number? Heethat commeth in withouthis wed. #4 
ding garment, ſhall be thruſt out, and ſhame ſhall come ypon 

him which is without ſhame. 

. Isitenoughtfor our belcefe, to lay, that an Angell called 

thee Elias Sarhan is transformed into an Angell of lighr: 

Search cheſcriptures ſaith Chriſt, thoſe bee they vvhich ceſti- - 4x 
feof mee, Will it excuſe Adam, to lay, the woman deceiued —_—_ 
mee ? bee not deceiued fairh Chriſt : if an Angell from hea- 
uenteachyouany other doctrine then this, beleeue him not: 
hee whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the wordes of God, If 
yee continue in my word, then are you my very Diſciples: ;,;,4 
hee which hath the gift of prophelie, let him haue it accor- *. 
ding to the faith: you ſay, we are in true Religion: if thou rem.rs * 
wert Els, thou wouldeſt let vs ſo continue. Why are vvee 
in the true Rejigion? becauſe wee truely beleeue the Scrip- - 
tures: but theScriptures ſo plainly, fo often, ſo vehemently 
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40 _ rhe tofhdbdh els fount. ; 
pointvnto vs, that Eljas is come already, that now wee can» 
not bcleeue.himthat calleth himfelfe Ela, vnletle wee falfifie 
the worde of God. Yeu therefore which ſay wee ſtand in the 
truc faith, and yet vvould inucigle vs from the faith vvhich 
vece doe holgdzto belecuecuntrary to his infallible word, haue 
afecrer meaning to call vstoone herelic after another:vvhich 
hee may eallly do, whoſoeuer can proue the ſonne ;of man 
alyer, and goevnderrthename of Elias, Ic is hard for thee to 
kickengainlt the pricke;, Reade, (ce, and beholde, how the 
Spriecanſents again(t thee: I ſay vato you, that Elar is come 
already, andthey knewe him not, but hauedoneto him what- 
ſacuer they liſted. 

All the Prophets and the lawe ie (elfe prophecyed vato: 
Tohny andif yeewillreceiucit, this is £454; vvhichvvas for to 
come: hee that hath earesto heare, lethim heare. Elias,verily 
vyhen heeeammeth, firſt reſtoreth all things but I ſay vato 


. you Elias is: come, and they haue done vnto him vyhat they 


vvould, as.it is written of him: 9h» ſhall goe before: him in 
the (pirit and/power of Ears, to turne the heartes of che fa- 
tharsro their children.. What. ſay youto all theſe vvhich 
beare.vvitneileagainſt you? Doe all che Evangeliſts ſpeake 


in Pacables?vvasnotE/harcome, becauſe they knew himnot? 


IE the Scribes and Pharilies had taken /ohn for Elias, then 
vvould you have ſaid the caſe is plaine : forall menbelecue. 
that Elias ie-come . But now-the Scribes knew. him not, 
though Chriſt (ay, hee is come, yet you will not know him: 
vyhat is this but to confetle- the Scribes, and deny Chrilt? - 
Youthercfore whichipeake notthe vyordes of God, arc not 
ſent of God: you which continue not in his ſayings, are not 
his diſciple; you vvhich prophetic not according to the faith 
havenor.the right gift of prophecy. This 1s the ſentence of 
truth, vader which if £44 fall, all the falſe Prophets cannot 
raiſe himvp againe, 

Now ſhew thy tellimonie Elras, thou art of age, an- 
{were for thy klfg, How many El/iaſes vvill you make? of 
of vyhae E/:as d1d Chriſt ſpeake? His Dilciples vnderſtood 
himof- /oba, for ynto him the Iewes had done vybat ou 
would. 


» 
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vvould: or what Elas was to bee fulfilled? not hee that was 

prophecyed? or what Elias did the Sdribesthinke ſhould firlt 

come beforethe Sonne of man ſhould riſe from the deade? 

or to vvhat propheſie did they leane, whythey ſhould look 

for Ehas # did they not (tand vpon the prophelie of 47als- 

chie? Yea no queltion, for they had no other to truſt vntos - 

but Chriſt male anſwere to his Diſciples , that Elas vyhich 

the Scribes looked for, vvas come alrcadie: rherfore the Elias 

of /Malachy vvas come alrcady : tor they knew no other but 

of 1alacby : and the Apoltles asked him in their meaning, ,,.,,_ 

to give an{were vnto the Scribes: if Chriſt (ay, Eliazis come © 

already, doth hee nut meane that E/#2s which was prophecyed 

and cxpeted, is comealready, that the Scripture mizht bee you hauc as 

faunderue? No truth cav ſay that hee meant any o:her:then much reaſon 

if Elias which was prophelied, bee come already, how canſt eo _— 
es 


thou be hee which was prepheſied ? The Apoſtles fayd, the iu yt 
Scribes looketur E/asz Chrilt ſaid, Elrzs is come already : is Cher calls 
nocthis as much asif hee had ſaid, It them looke for him no for Elias, when 
morc, for hee that is come ſhall not come againe: if ve were he ſaid, Els, Eli, 
not to look for another; heethat comes not in at the doore ©"</<b<ch- 

is not the right ſhepheard, and yeu are as vvorthie to bee Pſal.v8 : 
vvelcome, as he which comes before he be bidden : but if you ob» 1 wy... 
had done wiſely, you vvould haue come before Chriſt, ere 

hee had broachcd theſe thir:gs to the people: then if you had 

made this tale, and rained your matters cunningly, perhaps 
{omecredulous perſon would hauclaidg This may bee Elias. 

If Chriſlt:had not come when Chrilt came, then Saint Pa. An lriſh de- - 
tricke had beene Chrift. Can you aot bee content tg thinke ag 497ion. 

the Apoltles did ? Sure it is, they knew nor that any Els 

ſhould riſe in thoſe dayes, but accounted the prophecie of 
Malachictulfilled, when they heardChrilt giue ſentence ther- 

of, andthey all in one(pirit vader{tood him of /obu. Further. H4-17-15 
more, all the Prophe:s prophecyedto Joh», but after lohnwe ****! 
rcade of no Prophet, but the Miniſters of the Lord. So that if 
you vvill interpet a prophet, asthey were inthe oldelawe, by 
thisſentencc, you cannot bee a prophet; by? if you ſay, that 


place of Hatthew is not ſo to bee yaderftoode, then you 
mur: : 


Mal.4.s 


oy 


Luke 17 


Johns 


Luke I 
Luke 5 


Ag 


Tohn 12 


: John 1 
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heepe is found, 
muſt needes conftrue itchus: thatalltheprophets propheſied 
to /obn, thatis, that all, which any of the prophets ſayde to 
Elia:,they prophecyed in meaningto /eh» ; and ſo Malachies 
prophelicis fulfilled in /obr. Thus Matthew conſtrueth him- 
{clfeinthe next verſe, ſaying, This ob», ro whome the Pro- 
phetsprophecyed, is the El-as which was to come, 

You graunt that /oh» had the (pirit , the power and office 
of Elias, andthat he did fulfill his dutie : land there, for in this 

ynt Lukeswordes doe agreevvith the vvordes of Malachy: 
Now demavndJ1 of you, vyhether names bee any thing vvith 
God zandvvhetherthe ſpirit prophecyinga prophet, whether 
hee propheſiedthe name, ozthe office and the power? Chrilt 
hath (aid, theyvvhich doe the yvorkes of Abraham , are the 
children of Abraham, and none but they : So yvhen Adala- 
chie prophecyed, that Elias ſhou:d come, hee meantnotthat 
Elias vwwhich wastakenvppe in afierie chariot, ſhoulddeſcend 
againe, but thatone ſhould come-in the ſpirir and power of 
Elias, as Luke interpreteththe prophet, ſaying, hee ſhall goe 
beforc him in the ſpirit and power of E/as, The propheſio 
is fulfilled, whenthe thing prophelied is come to patle, and 
thatis done vvhich was ſpoken. Hee is not the prophet that 
beares thenameofa-prophet, but hee that hath theſpirit,and 
power, and doth the office of a prophet. But if your name 
bee Elias, why were you notſo calledfrom your birth? if you 
bee Elias at all, youare Elias as well at onetime as at another. 
Eliz.ab:th could not chooſe but call her ſonne lob» . Mary 
was vvarncd beforeſheewasdeliuered, to call her fruit Jeſws, 
Your Angel] ſpeakes:to none but to your ſelfe: Makes God 
Prophets in ſuch ſecret? The holy- Ghoſt lighteth vppon 
Chriſt in the likenefle of a Dove, that /obn might ſee and 
bearevvitneſle:' Pau! was {tricken downetothe groundinthe 
{1ght of all his companions: avoycecamefrom heauen that 
the people heard, and Icſus anſwered, this voyce came not 
becauſe of-me, but for your ſakes: but of this Angell I may 
fay, hewhich intendeth euill, hateth lighe. But /ob» (aid, I am 
not Elias: heefaidewell, for Elias was taken vp into heauen, 
andnothing vyas propheſied to come againe, but one in the 


ſpirie 
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ſpirit and power of Elias, (asT haue proued before) andthis 
was /oh, but he would not call himſclfe £45 , nor ſay hee 
cameinthe ſpirit and power of Elias, though God had giuen 
bim both his ſpirit and power. This was /ohns modeſty, to 
humble himſelfe as Chriſt aduanced him : ſo he ſaid, I am 


not a Prophet, and -yct he was a Prophet, and morethen a 
Prophet. Thouchild (faith his father) ſhaltbe calledthe Pro- 


Lole 1 


phet of the highelt, Solictie oh» reſpeRed the name of £/r- 
4a: of a Prophet. But are the Prophets of the oldteſtamenr, 
or the Prophersof the new Teſtament, to be fulfilled in wur 


daies? 1 ch 


tthe prophets had determined about Chriſt, 


and thatChriſt had propheſied of vs: thus $. Pan! taught the 5.1 


Hebrues before Elias came :holdfaſt Elias, for if this be true, 
thy kingdomeis bur ſhort. ButI come neerer vntoyou, doe 


you beleeueas S. /ohn ,-asa Prophet, oratan Apoltle ? then 
youcan ſhew me your faith by your workes ; cheſe tokens 
faich Chriſt ſhall follow them that belzcue : they ſha!l caſt 
our devils in myname, they ſhall ſpeakewithtongues , they 
ſhall driue away ferpents : if they drinke poyſon ir ſhall noc 
hurethem, and they ſhall heale the licks, by laying on their 
Handes. If youcannot doe all theſe, nor noneof theſe, then I 
may belecue as well as £45; ſhall he that is full of the holy 
Ghoſt be vnable to yecld one token of faith 2 hold faſt Elzas: 
bur whether you be a true prophet or a falſe, yet you ſhall 
haue power to calt out devils ; for the falſe prophets ſhall 
comeynto me ({aich Chrilt) and ſhallſay we have calt out de- 
uils ia thy name. But if thou be but a petifogger , and haue 
nocunning, butſetafaceon things,thentake heede how you 
adiure theſe [pirits , lealt they turn vpon you againe, and fay, 
Ieſus I know,and £/44 1 know, but whoartthou ? Truly Elias 
make account of this, that whoſocuer thouſerueſt, the ſame 
ſhall pay to thee rh.y wages, Yeta litelenearerto you ycuaske 
your brother, asI readin a peice of aletter ynder your name 


Mark,16 


Louke t.15 


Mat.7.23 


it 1 bea falſe prophet, what falſe dottrine haye I taughe 2in- 7% 16 


deedif you werethe prophet of God, the holy ghoſt ſhould 
ſpeake within you , and the ſpirit of truth ſhould leade you 


into all truth as it is written, And if you had the ”=_ 
Tobs + 


L 


when . 


, 
- 


I King.22.14 


Tohn 5 
z 


2 Theſc2.g 


_ a buliear 
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Tohn, as Tohn had of Elias, then you ſhould be full of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt from your mothers wombe, The Prophet of God 
cannot ſpeake but thar God puts in hisgmouth; but youerre, 
andthat againſt God and againſt his word ; and yet you agke 
what falſe dorine haue I taught ? Firſt, you call your (elfe 
Elias , to which now I ſay no more, but ſet you the enſam- 
ple of Chriſt, which you ſhould follow . If I beare witnes of 
my ſelfe, my witnes is not true, You preſume further, that 
Chriſt deſcended into hell both in ſoule and body : which 
is ſoabſurd, that neuer either proteſfant or heretike auou- 
ched: the Creedeſaith plainly , his body was buried, and if 
in this articlewe doe not belecue truly , how ſay you that we 
arcinthetruereligion, which are not yet come to the know- 
ledge of ourſaluation ? You auouch (tifly that the Patriarks 
before Chriſt remained in hell ; where was no darknes but 
light :1 ſtand not to refell abſurdities, I rather looke for your 
proofe, than you to expe my confutation ; ſome haue laid, 
in Abrahams buſome , ſome in /imbo patrum, ſome in hea- 
.uen, andſomein hell ;bue ſhew mee Scripture, or one Doc- 
tor, or true-ptofeſſor lince the world began, which cuer 
ſaid as Elias ſaith, Did the Angell tell you this ? aske him 
when you talke with him againe, wherethis delicate hell is, 
and to what purpoſe it ſerueth , ſince Chriſt fetched his Pa- 
triarkes forth of it. 'YouſaythatChriſt knew all things ſauing 


- the day of the reſurreRtion, which will not Nand with his 


humanitie, for ſo he knew notallthings z nor with his deity, 
for ſohe knewtheday of reſurrection, andallthings elſe.In 
this poynr you ouer-ſhoote your ſelfe for want of learning 
to diſtinguiſh of the two perſons in Chriſt: whereby, I per- 
ceiuethere isnothing in you, but that which isof vrathiſe, 
and yuu know no more then you haue learned at School. 
You peruert the words , Mathew 17. He faith Eias ſhall firl(? 
comeandreſtoreall things : you ſay, £liasſhall comeand de- 
ſtroy all things z andſovpon a falfe foundation you ground 

ent to nopurpoſe. Shall this be your procee- 
ding , to fallify the truth to proue a lye ? what dotrine is 
this that ſhall deſtroy all things ? Antichriſt is called —_ 
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of perdijtion, becauſe he deſtroyeth other, and ſhal{ be de- 
ſtroyed hitmſelfe/My powerfaich Pay!, istocdibication, not 


rodellruftion: conftrue thy words wiſely , for iftheſheepe Gal. 1.10 


hearc hisvoyce, they will thinkethsr the Woolfe comesra- 
ther thattheirtrue Shepheard. Did /o4» thy office, arddid 
henor deſtroy ? Had /obn thy power, and could he not de- 


ſtroy ? In this world all thy dofrineis manifeft : if Idarrbew Luke 1. 17 


ſay Deſtroy , then Elias doftrine ſhall (tandfortruth: bur if 
CHMatthew (ay ( Reſtore) then Elias ſhali be contentto gufor 
afalſe Prophet, becauſe thou haſt changed the eruthintoa 
lie. You propheſiethat your Father ſhall be calt over into- 
ignorance, and all that he hath ſhall periſh. Now Ehas ex- 
pounds how he meaneth to deſtroy , and firft he beginnech 
with his Father : O miſerable child for whom his Fatheris 
accurſed: was /ohn Baptiſts Father calt over into ignorance? 
was Mary accurſed ? did their cattell periſh? No, thou ſhale 
have ioy and gladnes,(aith Gabriel to Zacharias : Elizaberb 
was filled with che Hoſy-ghoſt, faith Zeke: Bleiled arr thou 
among wornen ſaith the Angell. Is it true E/as ? this will 
goec hard on thy fide, You would beare menin hand, that 
never plague, nordearth, nor earth quake, nor warres ſhall 
touch your country,ſo long as youcontinue amongl(t them; 
this is more then euer was graunted Chriſt : what ſhall wee 
think ?chey promiſelibertie,ſaith Peter, and they themfelues 


are bond ſeruants, Ah Lord God ( faith /eremy ) beholde the 1.14. 13 


prophers ſay vnto them, yee ſhall norſeethe ſword, neither 
ſhall farnine come vpon you, but I will giue you afſured 
peace inthisplace. Then the Lord ſaid vnto him, they pro- 
phelic ſes in my name. I haue not ſent them, I ſpake notro 
them zbut they prophe{ievnto you a falle viſion. a dinina- 
tion, avanity, a deceitfulnes of their own heart, & theythem- 
ſclucs ſhall periſh by the plagues , from which cheyexempt 
thetrcountrey, withour my commandemert, You auouch 
chatreligion is moſt flncerely profetſed and throughly pur- 
ged from ceremonies in England : Now I would that Ea 
werenot a falſe proupher. Bur heere I deſcry , that &/iarthe 
prophet lavowech not what is done beyond feas, No Elias, 


Genead 


AT. 13 


3. Cor.12.11 


Joh, 14 


2.Cor, 12.6.,12 
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Genena isnottolearne of Eng/and, | wouldall the wiſedome 
of Flies could mone England to learne of her lifter Gene- 
#4: then ſhould we hauc more Religion, and lelle ceremo- 
nies, 

You pretend that Caizin was a good man, and yetin your 
article of Chrilts deſcent, you make him a plaine repro- 
bare, for heneuer belecued as Elras doth. Youtearme your 
three apparitions, vilions z and yet you doe ſay they were 
erue, wherein you will beguile your (elfe, becauſe you 
goe further than your knowledge : you knowe not what a 
vilion meaneth : but reade, and you ſhall finde thatvitions 
arc falſe. Though E/ias make a mingle mangle of truths, 
and ſcemings together, as though you could dreame and 
be awake : cicher all mult bee a vition, or no part avilion, 
allcruth, or no eruth, You ſay, yourſoulewastaken from 
your body: indeede Saine Paw/ durlt nct lay (o, lealt any 
man ſhould thinke of him aboue that which hee did (ce 
him tobee, andthathee heardof him : but E/ia; had needs 
ſpeake for himlelfe, for no man will (peake for him. Bue 
Chriſt aich, the worde which I ſpeakeisnotmine, but the 
Fathers which ſent mee. Marke the ſtrong reaſons of our 
new Prophet, hee proucsnotas wedoe, by ſcriprum eft, but 
dothſpeake as one that hath ſome authoririe, /pſe dixit: for 
how would you haue him proueelſe that hee walked vpon 
the cloudes, and that the roofe opened to let forth a ſoule? 
I fearehistime is not yet cometo proue this by /ſcriprumeſ?, 
Butvvhatſayth Pasl? ſaieI thelething of mylelfe? ſaichnot 
the lawetheſamealſo ? This gearewillnovtholde, Elas, you 
didnot looke well at the knitting , how theſe things would 

rec, 

Panl refraineth toglorieof himſelfe, becauſe men ſhould 
not account him aboue that which they ſaw in him : Elias 
boaſteth himſelfe of ſecret viſions, becauſe hee wouldthat 
men ſhould account of him aboue that which they ſee in him 
to be. Chriſt would not beknowen before histime, Elias will 
bea prophetbefore he can prophecie. Be yeefollowers of 
meſaith Paw, CIO eo yeneng ye 
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for an example: therefore faſhion thy ſelfe to Paw, andwee 

will lookeon thee. For he that commendeth himſelfe, is nct 
allowed. but he whom.the Lurd commendeth. Is this man 

likely to haue revelations , which cannot reveale any more 
yntovs than weeknowe ? God did beare witnes vnto the do- 

Arineof his Apoſtles, with ſigues and wonders, divers inira- 

cles and gifts of the Holy-ghoſt, Is Ehas allo among the 7: *4 
Apoſtles? Well, he isthe leaft of the Apollles: wee will not 

looke for wonders, we will crave but truth. 

The Prophet which ſpeaketha word whichT hauenot (po- 
ken, ſhall die : andif thou thinke intby heart, how ſhall wee 
knowethe word which the Lord hath not(poken 2 marke1f Pe. 18. 26: 
the thing benot, nor cometo palle,then the Lord hath not 
ſpoken, but preſumption, 

Is it cometo pallethattheword of Matther, Reſtore, is 
turned to Deſtroy ?Isit cometo paſle, that England is before 
G-neaain lincere profeſſion ? weſce ( alas) itisnotlo : there- 
fore wee knowethe Lord hath not ſpoken to this man , but 
he ſpcaketh of himſelfe, therefore thou ſhaltnot be afraide 
of him, ſaith God, You were ſicke as nature inclined, and 
you ſay that the Angell propheſied you ſhould be a Le- 
per : you were bound prentize as others be ;z and you ſay 
the Angell prophelied you ſhould be a bond-man 3 your 
countrey hath done well, as many moe : and you ſay, the 
Angell prophelied it ſhould fare well for your ſake, This 
isto prophelic of the weather, when the time is paſt. Who 
cannot haue enowe ſuch Angells, if men would belecue 
them ? yet Hamzo wrought with more creditthan this, hee 
taught birdes to ling, Flanno w 4 God : andwhenasthey 
had learned their leflon , hce let them flie in the aire, and 
whereſocuer they came, theycried Hanno is a god. This 
had (ome miraclein it, but Ea: will face vs out with acarde 
of tenne, 

This is but a young diuell : you affirme, thatatthede= 3 
fire of the proude , Elias is beheaded : this is propheti- 
call indeede, it paſſech my vnderſtanding, The Spirite of 


eructh ſpeaketh plainely to edific intructh, and giveth vn- 
der- 


* 


P/al. 119, 


2, Pet. 


P/al. 8g. 


Matth.17.14 
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derſtanding to the ſimple, but the(piric of Sathan leauerh 
mens mindes, toconfſtrue his ſayings asthey lilt, thar vnder 
ambiguous words he might (owe erronious opinions, and 
contention among men. Theſe arethewels without water, 
or thoſe which bce ſo deepe that men can draw no water 
out of them. This ſentence cannot be verified, vnleile gu 
make /ohn,Efliar;and ſo we receiue your /abmittimuns: (ee how 
Satan ſhall be taken in his owne (iares. You demand conhi- 
dently, if I be a falſe Prophet, what euill cuer hauel done? 
or, whereis the perſon that can accuſe mee of (inne ? Chriſt 
mightvery well ſayſo, which had power and raigned ouer 
ſinne : but Ear isa manſubiet to infirmities, as wee are, (0 


' ſaith /ames : But was there any prophet or Apoſtle whum 


man could not accuſe of linne ? O: Salomon, thay. walt nut 
the wiſeſt man, ifa child be wiſerthen thou, O Dd, thou 

wa(t not-a manafter Gods owne heart, if thy heart were not 
as pure, andthy life as holic asa limple Prentiſes, If no man 

rebuke thce of (finne, thou halt nofaithfull friend : if no man 

could accuſe thee before, now I accuſe thee of linne, thou 
haſt made thyſcitewiſer than the wiſc(t, and thou haſt (aide, 
I am purer then hee whichisa man afrer Gods owne heart. 
Woe bevnto that holines which leadeth in hypocrilie vnto 
damnation. Indeede [ heare well of your conucrſation to- 
wardsall men, and | am heartily forry , that ſuch a good life 
ſhould impart credit vnto a falſe doRtrine : I lament, that 

the wiſedome of the fleſh ſhouſd bereadier to good workes 

then the wiſedome of the ſpirit. It may pittie a gaely neart 
that a bodie ſo well mortified from {inne, ſhould not hauea 
ſpirit fitted vnto it. But what doe youthinke of thoſe falſe 
prophets? ſhalthey not make aſhew of godlinetTe? ſhal they 
not ſet forth a kindeof good workes ( as the Papiſts doe to 
merite heauen ? ) yea no douht :elle Chriſt would never 
haueſaide, They ſhall be able ( ifir were poſlible) to ſeduce 
the elect. Sathan himſelfe is transformed intoan Angell of 
light, thereforeitis no great thingif his miniſters be tran(- 
formed into the Miniſters of righteouſnetle. The damell 
cricd after Paw and Barnabas, Thele menare the — 
O 
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of rhe moſt high God, which ſkew vnto vsthe way of (alua- 
tion, and yet ſhce kad afoule ſpirit z /wdarkitled,and yet hee 
betraied y P-late waſhed hishands, and ycrt hee was guilty : 
Sathan alledged Scripture, and yet He was but adivuel : (ome 
preach Chriſt of enuic and (trife,and ſome of good will,ſaith 
Pax, Ifthefalſe Prophets riſe nut intheſe daies, when ſhall 
they come ?if they confeile notmany truthes, how ſhal their 
lies bce credited 2 If they make nora ſhew of good workes, 
how ſhall they bee held for Prophets ? Whatſoeuerthouart, 
Ekas zthefalle Prophets ſhall comedailie,they ſhall come in 
ſheepscloathing, and they ſhall call themſelues great men: 
and they ſhall (peak ſtrange words, &they ſhallworke won- 
derfull things, and they ſhall ſceme holy amongſt men, and 
ſhall deceiue many, but theend ſhalltriechem, :/udas recei- 
ued thirtie peeces, but after hce calt them downe : Thou 
maieſt winne glory among(t ſom, but when deſperation ſhal 
ſcefrom whence his tormenescame, then they ſhall crie, Wo 
vntothat Prophet, Woe vnto that Propher, Calt downe 
thoſe thirtie peeces,if thou be not achild of perdition as /#- 
das was, calt downethy falſe name, catt downe all which 
thou hopeſt ro gaine by that curſed ſpirit: doe(t thou not 
know that he is alyer ?what doſt thong looke for at his hand? 
build againe the cthingsthatthou haſt deltroyed , then Sa»/ 
ſhall be called Pas/. If it beelucha glory to beeafalſe Pro- 
het, why duſt chou call thy ſelfe a true Prophet,and detrat 
rom thy praiſe ? ifthouhauenot thy reward heere, where 
wilt thou call for it ?isthe Dragon become fo familiar ? is 
hell fire become (o tolerable, that any man ſhould looke for 
eaſe with the divell, and make his paſtimetoleade anumber 
after himinto hell? Trueclie E/ras, thou canſ{tnot ſeduce the 
EleR, for their names are written inthe booke of life, and 
theLord hath promiſed, no man (hall plucke them our of 
my hands, Alas, wilt thou loſe thy ſelfe, to loſe thoſe 
thzt arethe chi[Jren of perdition already ? This is a ſtrong 
deluſion: yetalittle neercr tothee, andif thoucanll (uffer 
mer,cucntcthy heart: thouarr E/ras,andthou mull preach: 
wiltthou teach anew deAtrine ?accurſed bee that man t wilt 
| thou 
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thonteach the truth ? thouſaiſt we know that alreadie: but 
yet thou wilt labour with ys, and preach together. Itis(po- 
ken tkeafriend,why then canſt chounot ioinethy (elfewith 
the diſciples ? Why doth notche ſpirit pur into their hares to 
receiuethee? If God hadſent theetovs, no doubt he would 
haue ſent vsto thee, thatas many as bee eleAed might be. 
leeue; for ſo did the ewes when Peter came: and ſo did the 
Gentiles where Pas/ preached:& asthe Angel warned Peter 
to come, ſohee warned Cornelrinsto ſend. Surely the Lord 
will doe nothing, but he revealeth his ſecrets co his ſcruants 
and Prophets, Amongſt the people , ſomelſaid hee is Elas, 
ſome /obn Bapti/t, ſome a Prophet : but the Diſciples had 
him ſtrait before he tould them, Thou art the ſonne of the 
living God, For the ſpirits of the Prophetsare ſubieR cothe 
Prophets : fo ſaith Pl which had-the{piritof God : my 
ſhcepe know my voice ( ſaith Chriſt)but a (tranger chey will 
not fofow, What Prophetis he that the ſpirit brooketh not, 
and theele& doenor beſjceuc?IcisI, faith Ear, and none 


elſe : God grantthat neuer falle Prophee finde more credit. 


But you pretend your time isnot yetcome, &c,Nay, Eli. 
«7, your timeis paſt, you were filled with the holy Ghoſt 
from your rs wombe, and doe yee nor yet beleeuc,or 
is not your time yet come wherein men ſhall belecue you? 
Why then doe you fpeake for credit before your time ? or 
why doe you bidde vs belecueyou ?-I am wearie cf theſe 
tales, and haue beenetoolong inreprovingthar ſpirit, which 
I truſt no brother wil] belecue. Marke therefore, you ſhall 
heareinaword, all which Lhaue (poken : youwhich beare 
witneſſe of yourſclfe, which haue donenothing wonderfull, 
which ſpeake like other men, which cannot anſwerein dil- 
Ppuration, of whom no Diſciple beareth witnetſe, of whom 
no Prophet hath-prophecied, whom no Brother hath recei- 
ued; which are rot inthe number of all the cokens; which 
come without yuur wedding garment, which prophecic noe 


according to the faith, whichleadvs from our belicfe,which 


make che Sonneof mana lier, which conſtruc rhe limplici- 
tic of the Apollles, in-parables and figures , c—— 
tne 
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the Scribes, and denic Chriſt, which preſume Chriſt did nor 
reſpeRt the promiſe, which come before you bee bidden, 
which come in at the wrong dore, which cometo prophecie 
when the Prophets are gone, which hinke not as the A 
files did,which vnderflandnot Chriſt as his Diſciples, which 
makethe (pirit prophecie names,which were not called Elias 
from your birth , whoſe Angell ſpeakes to none but your 
ſe!fe,whichclaime your call:ngfrom the prophecic ofthe 01d 
Teftamentfulfilled before Chriſt, which havenottherokens 
which follow then that beleeue, which come to deſtroie, __ 
whoſefather is accurſeg, which priviledge your countrey a- V 
boue all the promiſcsthat were granted to Chriſt, which 
teach falſe doftrine,which peruertthe Text of the Scripture, 
which prophecie ot things when they are paſt, whichipeake 
darkely to divers ſenſes, which caſt your Clfe in your owne 
fayings,which proclaime who can accuſemeof (inneqwhich 
glory of yourſelfe aboue that which almen fee in you,which 
will be wiſer then che wiſfeſt, and more righteous then hee 
which is a choſen man after Gods owne heart, which riſein 
theſe ſuſpicious daies,which makea ſhew of holinefle,which 
confelfe truchsto infer lies, which cannot ioineyour ſeife to 
the Diſciples: What,are you a true prophet ora falſe?if theſe 
bethe marks ofa true Prophet, how ſhall weerie theſpiritsof 
Satan ? Ourreligion takerh cheſe for the marks of afalſe Pro- 
phet. Ela ſaicth,we belecuethe truth, therfore he whichtakes 
Elia: with all theſe markes for a true Prophet,by Elias owne 
ſentence,is in a wrong belicfe: letys therefore keepethepro- @— 
fefsion of our hope without venntagsts he is faichfull that Heb-10, 23 
promiſed. Bee not ſuddenly moved from your minde, nor * 0» * 
troubled, neither by ſpirit,neicher by word, neicher by letter, Deut.1 321 
asit werefrom ys. Ifa dreamer or Propherciſe amongſt you, 
and giue you aligneor wonder, andthe ſame ſignecometo' 
paſſe, and henotwithſtanding ſay, letvs goeanother way: ye 
ſhallnotheatken vnto hiswords, for the Lord prouecth you 
to knowe whether you loue bim with all your heart, The 
Prophet,at whom Jcreboam ſIretched out bis hand was char- 
ged by word from heauen, _ to cate, nor drinke, nor 1 King.1g 
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tarneagainethe ſame way hecame z but as heewas gone, a 
man of Bethel ouercooke him and ſaid: Tam a Prophet al(o 
asthou art, and an Angell ſpakevnto me,bring him againe 
tothy houſe, and let hin eate and drinke with thee, but hee 
lyedvnto him, yethe wentwith him, anddid cate : but as 
they late atthetable, the Lord ſpake to the manof Bethel, 
becauſethou halt not done as the Lord commanded thee, 
bu turned againe and eaten, thou ſhale not come home to 
beburied with thy Fathers, And as hewas gone, a Lyon met 
him by the way, and ſlew him. God ſpake onceto Balaem, 
but B4/aam beſought Godto ſpeake znto him againe, and . 
fathe fooliſh Prophee wasrebuked of his Aſſe, becauſe hee 

tempted God toalter his commandement. How long looks 
wee after deceitfull (ignes? how long haule wee betweene 

ewo opinions? If the Apoſtles ſpakethe truth,beleeuethem, 

if Easſpakethe eruth , hearc him : a Prentiſein Mansfield 

calleth himſclfe Elias: but Thomas wil not belecue, how ſhall” 
Thomas be madeto belecue ? Putto thy hand Thomas, and . 


feelemy wound, Soſhew mee thy teſtimony Elias, leemee 
feele your heart, [etmee ſee your workes,let mee heare your + 


faith, your wiſedome, your knowledge, and whatyou cag 


* *foretelltocome: If you will not come to this reckoning, 


yy 


then I ay no more, but warne all men tobeware. If I had 
not knownethetruth, 1would have thoughe this man had 


' fpokentruth, 


God is- my witneſſe, I haue ſuffeted rhe ſpirit to ſpeake 
vnto thee, becauſel ſecke thy converſion : butif thou wilt 
notreturne, while mercy isreadyy/1 bring thee ſorrowfull ti- 
dings, when Satan ſhall notheIpe thee the racke mult proue 
this doQrine :wilt chou heape God andthe Djuell,and man 
vpon thee all at once? O. wretched creature and miſerable 
Prophet, whois able toſuſtaine? My ſonne ( ſaith S«/owon). 
if thy heart bewiſe, my heart ſhall reiojce, and1 will be glad 


Pa&+23, 35 ouer thee : (oT,which have gone thus far, co bringthecevnto 


Chriſt,if chy on beeamoneſl the righteous, and thou 
haft an houre yet, therein thou ſhaltbe called, if-chou cantd- 
Socwich mee, and it may pleaſethe dmine prauidence ba 
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call chee at my voice 1 | will ſiog praiſes, | will giuethankes» 
I will Gayvnto my ſoulcin all her troubles, Reioice my (oule, 
remember ſince thou praiedlt for ELas, andthe Lord heard 
thee out of his holy ſanRuary, and thy conuertion ſhall not 
be hidfrom 7/raz/: pitie thy (elfe beforethe day of payment, 
and alwaies remember the ſencence of Gama/iel, which Aas,,: 
neuer lighted falſe: It thou be not of God, thou 
ſhalt come to nought,and thy end ſhall . 

.beeworſethenthybe- 

; ginning. 


IoHN 12.48, . 
Thewerdthat I kane ſpoken, the ſume ſhall indge you in. 
chelaſt day. : 


FINIS. 
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TG TIDISISES: 
F%LE4 EY F 
DQneſtiensgathered out of bis owne Confeſtion, by Henrie 
Smith : which are yet vnanſwered, | 
ff — you are ſare you ſhall live theſe three 
yeeres, becauſe you ſay, after three years; you 
muſt preach? 

Whether a man may expe vifions from God, becauſe 
you (ay, for theſe three yeeres you are to looke for moe 
viſions? 

Whether ſhall you bee able at any time to interpret the 
truthes of the Scriptures in all places without errour , better 
then allche Doors ? 

One of yourſentences ſaith, you ſhall liuechaſlein wed- 
locke: when muſt youtake a wifc ? and why ſhould you not 
rathereontinue lingle? 

Whether there hach beeneneither peſtilence, nor dearth, 
nog warre,norearthquake in your countrey theſe five yecres, 
nor ſhall be any timeof yourcontinuance there, becauſe the 
Angell ſo promiſed ?is this morethen cuer was granted to 
Chriſt? - 

What Bible or Tranſlation meane youwhen you fay, this 
Bible istrulietranſlated ? 

Whether icbe neceſlaric to faluation , to beleceue all the 
articles of the Creede? 

Whether any man, ſince the Apoſlles,did Rand (oright in 
the wholedoAtrine of che Scripture,that he did hold and be- 
lecue the true interpretation of all the words and ſayings 
through all the Prophets,and Apoltles in allthe Bible ? 

Whether Predeſtination, eletion,&c.areto be preached 
vnto Lay men ? What free-will had Adew, and what free- 
will remainethvntovs? 

What Scriptures are Canonicall,and which are not Cano- 


'nicall? 
Whether 


F5 

Whether a man may marrie hischilde with a Papiſt or 0. 
ther heretike, hoping to conuert him ? 

Whether Miniwers ſhould haveliuingsor Ripends ? 

Whether in (ome caſes, a Miniſter may not beenon-reſis 
dent? 

Whether Heretikes, living to themſeclues, without-cor- 
rupting others, are to bee puniſhed with death ? 

Whether Satan knuweth inward thoughts ,_forcher then 
by cheourward habit of the body, and whether he can reade 
and (ay,Verbum cars faltum eff, 

Whether Chriſt was, or is, or ſhall bee knowne and prea» 
chedvntoallaations of the world? 

Where is hell ? andwhat ſhall beeche manner of punifh- 
mentcheretothereprobate2? 

What thinke you of the Antipodes,and thoſe monſtrous 
peoplewhich lmein A/4,andof monſtersin general ? 

What chinke you of that ſaying of Chriſt , This day ſhale 
thou be with mein Paradiſe? what kinde of placeis this zand 
where : and to what purpoſenow it ſeruceth,, andwhether it 
was a matcriall Apple that 442m» did cate ? 

How eſtceme youof Aſtronomic,Phyliognomie, Palme- 
fNriezcaſting of a Figure, of Muſickein the Church,&c? 

What thinke you of our common prajer booke& Letany ? 

What clteeme you of Fairies, Hobgoblins, &c ? Whether 
their money be true, and how they haue it? - 

Whether ſhould one, meaning tobea Preacher, firſtfudy 
the Arts, orcile ſtudic nothing but Diuinitic, as you haue 
done? 

Wherherthe Font, Surpleſſe,Cappes, Tippets,Belles, Ho-. 
lidaies,Faſting-dayes and (uchlikeceremonics,arcbetter ob» 
ſerved, or omitted ? 

Whether they which are called Proteſtants, or thoſe - 
whom weecall Puricans,be of the purelt Religion, andmoſt * 
reformedeothe Primitive Church? 

Whatis meant by the priſon in Peter, whether Chriſt de= 
cended inlpirii 2- 

Whether our. iviesin beauen fall bee toall equall, _ | 
$ . 
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che torments in hell,to every one aliketand whether we ſhall 
ſee, and know one another ? | 

Where wasthe (ouleof Lezarns while his body was in the 

raue? 
, Whether E/;z:s curſing thelittle children, didnot ſin? 

At what age and ſtature ſhallall riſe in the reſurreRion ? 
and whetherthe wounds and ſcarres ſhallremaine in ourbo« 
dics glorified, 

What chinke ye of the Scribes inthe third of Marke,that 
(aid Chrift had an vncleaneſpirit, and caſted out Diuecls by 
Belzebuh, did they not (inne againſt the holy Ghoſt ? 

Whether Images be in norc{peReolerable, and wherher 
a man remembring Chrilt, by ſecingehe croſle, doth ſinne? 

— ischegreatelt ſinnechat raigneth this day in Eng- 
land? 

How istheſoulecreated in man, and when it commeth, 
andhow,orin what partisitplacedinthe body ? 

In whateſtateſhall the Sunne and Moone, the Heauens, 
, andElemeatsbe aſterthe laſt day , when thereſhall bee no 
 creatureypon earth 2 

What thinke youof plaics, andreprelenting divine mat- 
eers, asin Pageants? 
 Whetherallthings amongſt chefaichfull Chriflians onghe 
tobecommon? Att: 4.32. 

What doe you thinke concerning the biſhopping of chik 
dren? 

What Citic is deſcribed of obs in the ſeuenteenth of his 
Revelation 2? | 

Whether didthe ApoſHes know ſufficiently their (aluati- 
on, before Chriſt died androſeagaine ? 


Anſwer to cuery point,or yeeld. 


Henry Sraith of Hu:bands Boreſwell , at the commandement 

of the right Worſhipfull bis Vncle, Maſter Brian Cave, 

. bigh Sherife of Leiceſter-ſvire, 4 
_ FINIS, 


